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have honored me. 
and must continue to decline. But where does 
this declination lead me? It necessarily compels 


me to continue steadily, and to the end, to vote | 


as I have hitherto—for some gentleman standing 
upon the Democratic platform, as we construe it, 


whose record, if not conformable to my own upon | 


all the great questions which divided the Thirty- 


Fifth Congress, is nevertheless of such acharacter, | 
in respect of the most prominent political issue | 


of that Congress, as will, | feel assured, answer 


the just requirements of the constituency which | 


has again honored me with their confidence. 
Mr. NOELL. 
admit, that he voted against the admission of Ore- 
gon onaccount of her not having a representative 
ratio, and also against the admission of Minne- 
1 ask the gentleman whether, if the ques- 


I understand the gentleman to | 


. ] 
Therefore, I have declined, 


re 
tio’ tomes up this present session, he is prepared | 
to vote against the admission of Kansas, because | 


of her not having sufficient population ? 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Clerk, an 
answer to this question will require an explana- 


tion of the circumstances attending the case which | 


I prefer not now to make, and need not, if the 
question be withdrawn. 
it!” 

Mr. NOELL. I withdraw the question. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. 
further discussion at this time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH obtained the floor. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Will the gentfle- 
man yield for a motion for another vote? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I desire my colleague 
to yield to me for a personal explanation. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I yield the floor tomy 
colleague, who desires to make a personal expla- 


nation, and also for a ballot; but with the under- || or twenty applications for the floor, from gentle- 
| men who are all pressing upon me. 


| sible for me to gratify all these gentlemen at one || 


standing that [ shall have the floor to-morrow. 
Many Members. Yes; that is al! right. 
Mr.McCLERNAND. Ithasbeenthe pleasure, 
Mr. Clerk, of some of my political friends on this 
floor, to cast their votes for me in this contest for 
Speaker. That this was done without any soli- 
citation on my part, they will bear testimony. 
That it was done contrary to my wishes, many 
of them know. Sincerely thanking these gentle- 
men for this mark of their respect and confidence, 
I beg of them to cease voting for me, and to vote 
for another. Iam not acandidate for the Speaker- 
ship. I do not desire the office. If it were inmy 
power to control it, I would bestow it on another 
rather than take it myself; and there is no gen- 
tleman in this House on whom I would more 
readily bestow it than my distinguished friend 
from Virginia, [Mr. Muttson.] I have had the 
peneete of knowing that gentleman many years. 
served in Congress with him, through a stormy 
and eventful period of ournational history. During 
that period, I had opportunities of judging his 
character and qualifications; and Iam proud to 
be enabled to say, what justice and truth demand, 
that he ever bore himself asa patriot and a states- 
man; that his constant aim and effort seemed to 
be to promote the best interests and the glory of 
ourcommon country. Indeed, I know of no gen- 
tleman on this floor better qualified to grace the 
Speaker’s chair than that gentleman. He isa 
man of learning. of wisdom, of great parliament- 
ary experience, and, withal, a Democrat—a Dem- 


Then I forbear | 


ocrat of the * old school.’’ His moral, his social, | 


and intellectual qualities, eminently fit him for the 
Speaker’s chair. I am for him, and hope that all 
who sympathize with me in this contest are for 
him. Let us, whatever may be our differences of 
opinion on some points, make one united and con- 
sentaneous effort—if need be, several—to elevate 
him to the Speaker’s chair; and doubt not that 
the country will approve the act. [Applause.] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that the 
House do now proceed to vote for Speaker. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move acall of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. [ merely rise at this 


time to say, that perhaps it will be necessary 
hereafter to allude to the fact that I am not to be 
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[Cries of ‘* Withdraw || 


heard on this floor. I will not now bring it =. 
I think that I was entitled to the floor to-day. It 
has not been given to me. I shall insist on it 
hereafter; and if, hereafter, I am successful in ob- 
taining it, I shali come to the conclusion that what 
I have heard on the subject is incorrect. 
not successful, then I shall come to the opposite 
conclusion—that I am to be excluded. 

As a member of this House, I claim my com- 
mon rights. Asa member of this House, I shall 
insist upon them at all times, and on all proper 
occasions; and I shall defend them as far as God 
has given me ability todo so. One of my col- 
leagues obtained the floor this evening before me. 
Let him have it. I will not press the matter 
now. Iwill do so when I can get the floor here- 
after. 

The CLERK. The Clerk begs leave to ask 
the attention of the House for one moment. Gen- 


tlemen will bear him witness that the position in | 


which he is placed is not one to be coveted. 


Those who have experience on this floor know | 
| that it is very difficult to fill that position to the | 
| satisfaction of all the members of the House. If | 


the Clerk understands the remarks of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, they are applied personally to 
him. There can be no misunderstanding on that 
point. The Clerk recognizes the right of every 


member to be heard, and if it should be the will | 


of the House to keep him in his pecue until all 
shall have an opportunity to be heard, they will 
all be heard. 


' 
Gentlemen who are my personal friends have | 


pressed me, from time to time, for the floor. I 
have regretted that I have not had it in my power 


at all timesto accommodate them. But,sir, lhave 


If Tam | 





now, and have had for the last few days, fifteen | 


it is impos- 


time. I desire to do no injustice to any one. | 


desire to do equal and exact justice to all. The || 


gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Morris,] who has 


just submitted his remarks to the House on this 


| less time than it will to take the yeas and nays. 
| [Loud cries of ** Agreed !’’ from both sides of the 
| House.]} 

| The roll was accordingly called; when the fol- 
| lowing members failed .> answer to their names: 
Messrs. Asuiey, Branson, Brown, CLEMENS, 
Crark B. Cocurane, Lanprum, and Srau- 
WORTH. 

Mr. HUTCHINS stated that Mr. Asunsy had 
paired off with Mr. Ciemens. 

Mr. SCRANTON stated that he would pair off 
with Mr. Branson, who was absent from the Hall 
temporarily. 

Mr. BLA KE stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Layprum. 

SEVENTEENTH BALLOT FOR SPRAKER. 

The House then proceeded to the seventeenth 
ballot for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 226; necessary te a 
choice, 114; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


| For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, 
| Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Brayton, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Burreughs, Buttertield, Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, 
Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Guricy, Hale, Hall, Has- 
kin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, 
| Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Ken- 

yon, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 

Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, MePher- 


|} son, Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Nixon. Olin, Palmer, Pen- 


| subject, made his application this morning. Other | 


applications have been pending for a week, and 


| have been pressed upon me from gentlemen who 
have not been heard upon the floor since this | 


| House 


met. I felt it to be my duty to give them 


a hearing, so far as it was in my power to do it | 
| without doing injustice to others. I say now, that 
so long as I occupy this place, | shall continue so | 


to do, regardless of what may be thought by those 


| who may feel that they have higher claims upon 


/} me than other members of the House. 


all as upon an equality, and that equality, so far 


| as it isin my power, I willmaintain. [Applause.] 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that all 


further proceedings under the call be dispensed 


with. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRIS. of [linois. 


1 merely want to 


| say, in reply to the remarks of the Clerk, that I 


claim no higher or greater privilege in this House 
thanany othermember. Lhavenone. Alil wanted 
to know was, whether I was to be treated with 
the same courtesy and fairness that other mem- 
bers are. That is all. 

The CLERK. So faras the Clerk is concerned, 
the gentleman shall have just that—[Several Mem- 
Bers on the Republican side: ‘* And no more !’"] 
—and no more. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Iam advised that some 


gentlemen on this side are absent, and it would 


| perhaps be better, therefore, that there should be 


! 
| 


a call of the roll, 

A Memober. 
3RABSON. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
call of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr, NOELL. If the yeas and nays are to be 
called, we had better adjourn. 4 

Mr, FARNSWORTH. I hope that, by gen- 
eral consent, the roll will be called. It will take 


There is only one absent—Mr. 


I move that there bea 
[Cries of ** No!’’ ** No!’’] 
Il ask for the yeas and nays 


nington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Chris- 

topher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Somes, 

Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 

Stratton, Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, 
| ‘Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, 

Walton, Cadwalader C, Washburn, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Windom, and Woodruff. 

For Mr. Millson—Messcs. Green Adams, Allen, Thomas 
L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, 


{| Bocock, Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, Bristow, Burch, 


Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, 


|} Davidson, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmund 


I regard | 


son, English, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Hol- 
man, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, Keitt, 
Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Love, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, May 
nard, McClernand, MeQueen, McRae, Miles, Laban T. 
Moore, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, 
Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Reagan, James C. Robin 
son, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, Wii- 
liam Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandig- 
ham, Vanee, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright. 

For Mr. Etheridge—Messrs. William C. Anderson, Briggs, 
Gilmer, Millward, E. Joy Morris, Wilson, and Wood, 

For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. H. Winter Davis, Etheridge, 
Hatton, Nelson, Quarles, and Stokes. 

For Mr. John G. Davis—Messrs. Adrain, Horace F. 
Clark, Montgomery, and Riggs. 

For Mr. Adrain—Mr. John G. Davis. 

For Mr. Thomas L. Anderson—Mr. Mallory. 

For Mr. Hill—Mr. Webster. 

For Mr. MceClernand—Mr. Millson. 

For Mr. Mc Queen—Mr. Pugh. 

For Mr. Nelson—Mr. J. Morrison Harris. 

For Mr. Riggs—Mr. Reynolds. 


During the above vote, 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, stated that he had 
been appealed to by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania iMr. menemnney to know how Mr. Bras- 
son would have voted had he been present. He 
(Mr. M.) had no authority to speak for Mr. Bras- 

| son, but he had understood him to say that he 
| would vote for a Democrat. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Illinois, (who had voted 


|| for Mr. Noext,) stated that as his party generally 


appeared to be voting for Mr. Mixison, he would 
change his vote and vote for that gentleman. 

After the result was announced, there were loud 
eries of ** Call the roll!”’ 
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Mr. HILL. Mr. Clerk, I ask the attention of 
the House for a moment before I make a motion 
which I design to submit. Gentlemen know as 
well as you and I do, sir, that all chances of or- 


ganizing this House under present circumstances, 


are gone. It must be obvious to all that we can 
effect nothing by proceeding immediately to an- 
other ballot. It is evident that there must be 
certain combinations of distracting elements in 


this House before an organization can be effected. | 


Why, then, consume time unnecessarily in re- 


peating what we have justdone? Has there been | 


any agreement between high contracting parties, 
such as the Democratic party and the American 


party, and, perchance, the anti-Lecompton Dem- 


ocrats, to organize this House? If so, I do not 
understand it; nor have I heard the terms that 
have been agreed upon. Is there any agreement 
between any gentlemen here and the Republican 
party, as to the basis upon which a Republican 
Speaker shall be elected? If so, Lam ignorant 
of it. Why, then, repeat what we have just gone 
through? If this House is to be organized, most 
assuredly it is to be done after a very distinct, 
candid, and open understanding between partics— 


there is no use in disguising 1t—as to where the | 
patronage attached to the offices of the House is | 
to go; how it is to be parceled out; who is to re- | 
ceive this and that, and where the contracting | 


parties will be bound in honor to abide by what 
iwagreedupon, You might ballot here for a week 


ti 
or a month under existing circumstances, and you | 


would not make a Speaker. 

There must be some union of these conflicting 
elements, in some way. So far as | know, there 
has been no approximation to anything of this 
sort; and I sce no practical use in continuing this 
mode of trying to effect an organization. 
are to goon so, we might as well adjourn until the 
Ist of January, and let gentlemen go home if they 
Hease. ‘They might come back with some new 
fit from the country. Let us take the chance 
of such results as may occur during the Christmas 
holidays. You cannot tell. 
pen sometimes; and, in this instance, they might 
facilitate the organization of the House. But now, 
to repeat merely the vote which has just been 
taken, to compliment my friend from Virginia or 


some other gentleman, in the shape of a vote of | 


the House, [ regard as of very little moment or 
consequence. 
that it is our duty to stay here and perform this 
roll duty in order to be able to say to the country 
that we have tried and tried in vain to make a 
Speaker, when we know before we proceed with 
the second ballot that the result will be no other 





motion to adjourn? 


If we | 


Strange things a 


lam not among those who hold || 
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tleman in that chair holding the sentiments which 
that gentleman entertains. 


I was strack with the remarks of my friend 


from Georgia, (Mr. Hitx.] I must say that | 
concurred in much that he has said in reference 


| to the organization of the House. All must admit 


—certainly it is demonstrable to my mind clearly 
that there is no chance of electing a Democrat as 
Speaker of this House. Gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition, numbering but twenty-three, require at our 
hands that we shall come over tothem. They 
claim that eighty-odd shall move to twenty-three 
to effect an election. I find that the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Eruermce,| who claims 
to be patriotic and conservative in his views, and 
who announced with such apparent fairness that 
he would not vote for a Democrat, is the same 
gentleman who four years ago offered a resolu- 
tion to electa Democrat as Speaker of the House; 


nay, sir, the very gentleman proposed by one of | 
his own party friends to-day, and whom he has || 
Why 5s it that the gen- | 


now failed to support. 
tleman cannot do as he did four years ago? Has 
he discovered any changes in the character of that 
gentleman [Mr. Mixison] either personally or 
politically? Has he changed in any way? f 

not the same man to-day that he was then when 


the gentleman proposed to make him Speaker? I | 


yause for a reply. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
Mr. BURNETT. How long will you take: 1 
propose only to occupy the floor fora few minutes. 
Mr.GROW. Is this debate in order upon the 


The CLERK. The Clerk understands that the 


_ gentleman from Georgia withdrew the motion to 


adjourn. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. My friend from Kentucky i 


asks me if the honorable gentleman from Virginia | 


{Mr. Mittson] is not the same gentleman to-day 
that he was four years ago. Personally he is, | 
have no doubt; but I will say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that four years ago, when I put 


that gentleman in nomination, not a single Dem- | 
ocrat in the House of Representatives would vote | 


for him. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I beg leave to say to the 
gentleman that General Mi.ison, at that time, ex- 
pressly refused to be put in nomination. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I put him in nomination, 
and that gentleman whhdres his name, as I am 
assured, at the earnest request of his friends who 
gathered around him. I placed him in nomination 
then upen the distinct ground that he had stood 
upon the floor of this House and resisted a measure 


s he | 


I will give you one now. || 
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| Mr. BURNETT. I have heard the gentleman’s 

explanation; he tells you that not a Democrat 

would vote for esenl Mice If the gentle- 

man’s recollection is not bad, he will remember 
_ that, four years ago, Mr. Mitison peremptorily 

refused to be a candidate. Now, here is the dif- 
ference between the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Ernermwee] and myself. He represents a 

ro-slavery constituency. His district and mine 
fe side by side. I was the advocate of the Kan- 
| sas-Nebraska bill. I believed that the repeal of 
the Missouri restriction was right; that the re- 
striction was unconstitutional; and, believing that, 
if I had been here then, I should have voted for 
| itsrepeal. The gentleman from Tennessee thought 
| differently, and so did Mr. Mitisex. But while 

I did not indorse the conduct of Mr. Mitxson, in 
| his vote upon the Kansas-Nebraska bill, yet, as 
a southern man, claiming to be national and con- 
servative, I see in him the representative now of 
the sentiments I hold; I see in him a man who, 
when he goes into that chair, has not urged upon 
any one to apply the incendiary torch to our 
dwellings; a man who has not signed a circular, 
recommending a book which enforces upon its 
pages fire, murder, and bloodshed, to accomgbish 
|| the abolition of slavery, and which appeals to the 
negroes of the South to rise against their masters. 
| Now, sir, as a man looking to what I regard the 
great interests of my country, I stand up here to 
|| say that I vote for Mr. Mitison, notwithstanding 
I did not approve of his vote against the Kansas- 
| Nebraska bill. The gentleman refuses to vote 
| for Mr. Mituson because he voted for the admis- 
| sion of aslave State. That is the difference be- 
tween the gentleman from Tennessee and myself. 

I understood the gentleman to tell the cae 
this morning that there was not a Democrat here 
whp could receive ninety-three votes; and the only 
| inference which could be drawn by gentlemen was 

that, if we cou!d bring forward such a man, the 
| gentleman from Tennessee would vote for him. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. One word. 

Mr. BURNETT. No, sir; notnow. And yet, 
when we present aman who has received nincty- 
six votes, a larger number of votes than any man 
has received who has been voted for by the na- 
tional and conservative elements of this House, I 
find the gentleman doing indirectly that which I 
thought he would not do—voting for the distin- 
guished gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Gitmer,]} who has withdrawn his name—and, by 
doing so, to that extent ore an organiza- 
tion upon a conservative basis. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I know the distinguished 








that was the beginning of the scenes that are being 
enacted to-day—a measure that inflamed the worst 
| passions of the people of this country. I allude 


gentleman from Kentucky too well to suppose that 
he would willfully put me in the wrong, or impute 
to me words or positions which [ have not spoken 
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than that of the first. I therefore propose that 
the House now adjourn. 
[Cries all over the House of ** No!’’ ** No!” 


or taken. 





‘* Vote again!’’] 

Mr. HILL. What do you want to vote for? 
‘There can no possible result follow another vote. 
I insist on my motion to adjourn. 

Vorces all round the Hall. Let 
yote more. 


Mr. WINSLOW. 


I thought it would perhaps 


be better to take one vote more, and if we could | 
not effect an election by that, a few days to con- | 


sult our constituents might have a beneficial re- 
sult. JT intended to offer a resolution to that effect. 


The resolution I intended to offer is the fol- | 


lowing: 

“ That from and after to-day, [or to-morrow, if gentlemen 
choose,] no further vote for Speaker be taken until the Sth 
day of January.’ 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw his motion for a moment, to 
enable me to make one or two remarks. 

Mr. HILL. 1 will withdraw the motion and 
yield to the gentleman; still, however, retaining 
the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. Mr. Clerk, Ihave, with other 
gentlemen, watched the ballotings for Speaker with 
much interest. I stand here ready to unite with 
any party upon this floor to organize the House 
upon a conservative man for Speaker, Asa matter 
of course, I prefer a Democrat; but I am opposed 


to the organization of the House by the election | 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr, Suerman.] I 
have nota word to say against that gentleman | 


personally. So faras his conduct has come within 
my observation since my service in the House, 


|| promise. 
litically to-day that he was then. Since that day, | 
| times have changed. 


us take one || 


| not stated. 


| He is, no doubt, an honest man. 


_ it protesting to the last. 


to his vote against the repeal of the Missouri com- 
But that gentleman is not the same po- 


Since that time the gentle- 
man from Virginia has appeared upon this floor 
and insisted, by his vote, if not by his arguments, 
upon forcing into the Union a State with a consti- 
tution, when the Governor, the Legislature, and 
the people, were before Congress protesting against 
the despotism which the Executive was then at- 
tempting to force upon them. Sir, I have said 
that, if [ were compelled, under these cireum- 
stances, to vote for a Democrat, it would bea 


bitter draught, and as a last resort; and I repeat, || 
that I never will so vote except as a last contin- 
gency or resort. What that contingency is, Ehave | 
I say this is among the last things 1 | 
| will be anxious to do; because, elected, as I was, 


arraigning this Administration, among other 


things, for this act of despotism, which alone has 
given seats to twenty-five Republican members 
upon this floor, I would not thus stultify myself. 
Is that the gentleman I nominated for Speaker 


in 1855? Sir, he is not now the same he was then. 
eee and 
v 


intellectually he would grace that station; but, I 


repeat, that when I vote for Mr. Mrixsov, it will 
When I do it, I will do 
I will give every gentle- 


be the very last resort. 


man the benefit of repentance. 


The locus penitentia is allowed in almost every- 
thing, but I regard any gentleman who has voted 
|| for the admission of Kansas under the Lecompton 
| constitution, and who atill stands up and justifies 
{ must confess that it has been gentlemanly and || it, as having no claim upon me for my support 
courteous; but I am opposed to putting any gen- || for Speaker, 





I said this morning that you could not 
get ninety-three Democratic votes for your candi- 
date. That was the character of the remark which 
I made last week, when I had acolloquy with the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. McRag.] I 
repeat now what I said this morning, that I knew 
the fact to be that his own party friends—unless 
members stated to me, upon their honor, untruths, 
and made declarations which they would not ad- 
here to—could not P= a full Democratic vote for 
Mr. Mittsoy; and the ninety-six votes he has now 
received are made up of more than half of the 
southern Opposition. 

Mr. BUR ETT. And yet the gentleman this 
morning, with his usual fairness, with his extraor- 
dinary love of southern rights, and his ardent 
desire to organize this House upon a conservative 
basis, invites me to join his party. Sir, while we 
did not in the last vote show a Democratic strength 
of ninety-three votes, we did exhibit a front of 
ninety-six national and conservative men, who 
have rallied around the standard of Mr. Mixuson. 

The gentleman endeavored this morning to make 
some capital out of the fact that when thirty-six 
members voted for Mr. Girmer, of North Caro- 
lina, for Speaker, the Democrats did not then add 
their strength to his vote and elect him to that 
office. How could they have done so, even had 
they desired? Did not Mr. Gitmer, the moment 
he had acquired that strength, withdraw his name, 
and thus put it out of the power 6f the Democrats 
to take part ina feast to which the gentleman from 
Tennessee says we were invited, even had we 
wished to accept the invitation? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Will theYentleman per- 
mit me to say a word here ? 
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. Mr. BURNETT. Certainly; I do not want to | 


do the gentleman any injustice. 


} 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. The gentleman says I | 


invited him this morning to come over to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina. 
resents me; I gave him no such invitation. I say 
this to the gentleman, and he knows tt, that if 
every southern Opposition vote had been cast on 


There he misrep- | 


the last ballot for the gentleman from Virginia, | 


{Mr. Mruitson,] he would have failed of an elec- 
tion. He knew it when he rose and spoke, and 
he knows it now: and I submit to that gentleman, 
why is it he seeks to place me in this position, 
when he knows that if every southern Opposition 
man had voted for General Mitison, he would 
have failed of an election, merely because the party 
screw and the party lash could not bring in the 
members of your own party? 

Mr. BURNETT. The reason why I appealed 
to the gentleman was this: that | wanted the people 
of the South to understand and to know who are 
their friends. 
right here, and then I will yield to the gentleman. 
I understand very well that the united southern 
vote would not elect General Mituson; but what 
would be the effect of such a vote upon the coun- 
try! What a moral force and power would it not 
carry to the people of this country! Why, sir, 
an impression would be made upon its conserva- 
tive elements, both North and South, which would 
be invaluable in its effect. The South would be 
seen standing here a unit, acting in concert with 


I want to put in another remark | 


a band of patriotic northern men, voting for a | 


national and conservative man forthe third highest 
position under the Government. The moral power 
of such a spectacle would do more to make the 


indorsers of the Helper book tremble and fear the | 


storm they have raised than all else that could be 
done. This is why I made the appeal, and why 


1 wanted to see a united South. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. I will tell the gentleman | 
why I do not want to see a united South. The | 


best of all reasons is, that a united South would 
have defeated the very object the gentleman says 
he has in view. Again: I regret ever to see the 
day when appeals are to be made to sections for 
united action in regard to the organization of this 
House. I have forborne to mingle in any way in 


the discussion of the difficult questions which are | 


the foundation of all our difficulties in organizing 
this House. I had determined not to mingle in 
this debate at all, and I have never taken the floor 


except when questions have been submitted to | 


me which | thought it my, duty to answer. 

1 have said this, and I repeat it, that a united 
South would have defeated the very object the gen- 
tleman had in view; and I say, furthermore, that 


when the South is to be implored to unite as a sec- | 


tion, that counterarguments of a similar kind will 
be addressed tothe North. Lam here to-day, not 
the representative of the North, South, East or 
West, but simply as an American citizen—a citi- 
zen of the whole country, to ignore all political or 
geographical lines which are attempted to be drawn 
between the people, arraying them on the one side 
or the other. 
a sectional man. I have heretofore thrown my- 
self into the breach; | have attempted to stay the 
fanaticism of the North and the South; I shall con- 
tinue to struggle to do so. 

That gentleman ought to know another thing. 
Here are members of your own party, claiming to 
be Democrats, and the contest has been going on 


I will never stand upon this floor | 


for weeks upon this floor to determine who con- | 


stitute the Democratic party proper. 


Well, sir, | 


here you are arraigning us, men whom you have | 


fought wit, a torch in one hand and a sword in 
the other; men who came here in defiance of the 
strong arm of the executive power, and in despite 
of a party which I know brought its patronage to 
bear in my district in opposition to the freedom of 
the elective franchise. I told them then that I 


scorned their malice and defied their power. They | 


stigmatized me 
r. BURNETT. 1 must protest against the 

gentleman’s interpolating a speech in reply to 

what I said when I yielded him the floor. ~ 





Mr. ETHERIDGE. Then, I say, in conclu- | 


sion, that I was sent here, through a cloud of ma- 
lignity heaped upon me, from a district which to- 


day has more slaveholders in it than any district | 
this side of the Mississippi river—a Democratic 


district, too; sent here after a full discussion of 
all these questions. I am responsible to my con- 


| 





stituents and to my country for my acts; but I | 
will never consent to sit in my seat and suffer my 
motives to be even indirectly censured, as they | 


were by the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
unless | am heard to protest against it. 


E CONGRESSIONAL, GLOBE. 


I have said, and I repeat, that unless you can || 
get your own party, your own friends, those who | 


elevated Mr. Buchanan to power, to vote for your 
candidate, it is out of place to arraign me or my 
friends for not voting for him when your own 
friends refuse to do so, in defiance of party dis- 
cipline and party power. 
no such thing. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

Mr. BURNETT. I arraign no gentleman on 
this floor. I have no right todo so. But when 
gentlemen occupy a public position in the coun- 
try, their conduct is a fair and legitimate subject 
of criticism and animadversion. 

The gentleman says that he was sent here bya 


Democratic district. I say to him, and I hope he 


will not take itas an offense, *“*God save the mark.”’ 
[if the Democracy sent him here, they certainly 
made a wide mistake. ‘The gentleman says, un- 


less in a certain contingency, he will never vote | 


fora Democrat. Sir, that contingency will never 
arise. 
vote for a Democrat. 


Why did I call the gentle- 


man in question here?) My remarks were not sin- || 


cular to him. I knew that, while there were na- 
tional and conservative men in the Opposition 
party, who were willing to sacrifice, for the good of 
their country, their personal feelings, and to offer 


No, sir; the gentleman never intends to | 


them up on the altar of the Constitution, by voting | 


for General Mituson, there was yet an element in 
that party which would never do so. 
while Kentucky has been noted not only for her 


I saw that, | 


conservatism, but for her Union-loving spirit and | 
devotion to the Constitution—Kentucky, beneath | 


whose soil sleeps the immortal Clay—that though 
her Representatives here have heretofore shown 
their allegiance to the Union and the Constitution 
by their votes and their conduct on this floor, that 
upon the last vote to-day there has been a diver- 
sion, not in favor of the Republicans, nor wholly 
against the Democrats, but against a vote of 
ninety-six Union-loving men for a true friend of 
the Constitution and the Union. Iwot.-d like to 
know, in this connection, from my distinguished 
colleague from the fourth district of Kentucky, 
how it happens that he, representing a district that 
is known to be national, conservative, and Union- 
loving, cannot sacrifice his views as a member of 
the American party, like other of its members 
have done, to the election of a Democrat in the 
person of General Mitison? I put the question 
respectfully, and 1 would like to have an answer 
from my colleague. I want to know how it is 
that he is opposed to making a small sacrifice to 
elect my distincuished friend,a Democrat, against 
the gentleman who indorsed the Helper book ? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 
voted for the gentleman who indorsed the Helper 
| book. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand that. - 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. [have voted 
persistently for an American, and I intend to do 
it to the end of this contest. [Applause from the 
galleries.] | represent, as you say, the fourth 
congressional district of Kentucky. 

Mr. BURNETT. For the present. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Yes, and! 
hope for the balance of this Congress. My seat 
is contested, but that is brought about by the Di m- 
ocratic party, with a view, as I understand it, of 
rivine the State of Kentucky to the Democrats 
next year. Whether lam successful or not, it 
matters not tome. Icare not for political honors. 
I am perfectly willing, this day, to resign my seat 
and give it up to any gentleman, and especially, 
if I had to give it toa Democrat, to the honorable 
gentleman who contests it. : 

I have been born a Whig, raised a Whig, edu- 
cated a Whig, and, unlike my distinguished col- 
league, I do not shed any crocodile tears over 
the grave of Henry Clay. If, to-day, Henry 
Clay were to rise from his grave, he would say 
to those who are now in power in this country, 
‘* Avaunt, ye foul spirits.”” Why do I not vote 
for General Mittson? In the first place, 1 do not 
vote for him because he is a Democrat, [laugh- 
ter,} just as I do not vote for the gentleman from 
_Ohio (Mr. Suerman] because he is a Republi- 
| can, 
‘am a Whig; Iam an American, 


[have never | 


[ am nota Republican, nor a Democrat; [ | 
1 am opposed || 


I repeat that I will do || 





21 


to the corruptions, the frauds, and villainies of 
James Buchanan. [Applause from the Repub- 
lican benches and galleries. } 

Mr. GROW. I desire to call the attention of 
the Clerk to the order passed the other day. I 
think we should observe order both on the floor 
and in the galleries. 

Several Mempers. Oh, never mind; go on. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 1 have, up 
to the present, maintained perfect silence on this 
floor. I had net intended, nor do I intend, to 
occupy ‘he attention of the House by remarks on 
the subjectof organization. Idesire,at the proper 
time and place, to make my views known on the 
subject of politics, with a view that the House 
may understand where I stand on this question. 

I did not vote for Mr. Minusown for the reason 
already stated. Let me give you another reason. 
i do not know General Mitison. I donot know 
that I have ever seen him. But I stated in the 


| canvass last fall, and two yeays ago when I was 


defeated by a small majority, that I was in favor 
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill; and I cannot vote 
for General Mittson, because he voted avainst 
the Kansas-Nebraskabill. [Loud laughter,| Now 
are you satisfied with my answer or not? 

Mr. BURNETT. Are you through, sir? 

Mr. ANDERSON, If youare satisfied, Lam. 

Mr. BURNETT. Tam satisfied with the an 
swer. Let me see if I understand my colleague. 
You say you cannot vote for Gene ral Mituson, 
because he voted against the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill? 

Mr. “.NDERSON, of Kentucky. 
reason. 

Mr. BURNETT. And yet my colleague could 
vote for Emerson Erneriver, who did the same 
thing. [Laughter.] The gentleman will go to 
Kentucky and tell his people he is a pro-slavery 
man. bie says: ** [cannot vote for General Mint- 
son.” Ohno, my conscience is too tender. He 
** reveres and respectsthe memory of Henry Clay 
too much.’’ And yet he votes for the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Erneriner,| who stood 
side by side with JounS. Mitvson in thatfight, and 
voted against the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and who 
now announces that he cannot support General 
Mittson because he voted for the admission of 
Kansas under the Lecompton constitution, which 
would have made it a slave State. How do you 
like that record, sir? (to Mr. Anperson.) 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Very well; 
let us balance the books. {Laughter ] 

Mr. BURNETT. I am not through with your 
answer yet. My colleague says he sheds no croc- 
odile tears over Henry Clay. Sir, I am a native 
Kentuckian. I revere and respect the memory 
of Henry Clay as muchas any man on this floor. 
{ never agreed with him in politics—never. But 
i did venerate him for his patriotism, his states- 
manship, and his devotion to the Constitution 
and union of the country. I do venerate and re- 
spect his memory,and Il can say here to-day, with 
the proud consciousness of a man, and as a Ken- 
tuckian, that | would have no part or lot in tearing 
down that flag under which Henry Clay fought 
for years, and on which was ins¢ ribed his great 
American policy, before the Whig party degen- 
erated into the miserable Know Nothing concern, 
{Applause and hisses. | 

Now, sir, | have no part nor lot in it; and I will 
tell you, sir. when you app al to He nry Clay— 
what Mr. Clay said, and what he would say if 
his spirit could rise from the grave where he now 
On the 10th ef November, 1851, Mr. 
Clay said, and I believe they were his last werds 
to Kentuckians: 


That is one 


sleeps. 


“Bat if that Whig party is to be merged into a con 
temptible abolition party, and if abolitioniem is to be in 
geaited on the Whig creed, from that momeut I renounce 
the party and cease to be a Whig. 1 go yet a step further. 
if fam alive, f will give my humble support to that man 
for the Presidency who, to whatever party he may beiong, 
is not contaminated by fanaticism, rather than to one who, 
crying out all the time that he is a Whig, maintains doc- 
trines utterly subversive of the Constitution and the Union.”’ 


Now, sir, with what propriety can you appeal 
to him. What is the difference between vouand 
myself to-day? What is the spectacle presented 
in this House? Here isa gentleman who ts truly 
arepresentative man of the Republican party, [Mr. 
Saerman.| He has indorsed a book which you 
and | and our constituents utterly condemn. Not 
only that, but he is the Representative of the doc- 
trines announced and intended to be carried out 
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by the Republican party, should they obtain 
power and the control of this Government. They 
profess that they will not interfere with the insti- 
tution of slavery in the States; but they intend by 
legislative cnactment—and, if I am mistaken, | 
hope some gentleman will rise and correct me— 
to confine slavery to its present limits; they in- 
tend to exclude the people of the South, or their 
peculiar institution, slavery, from the common 
territory of the country; they have nullified the 
fugitive slave law; and, not only that, but they 
intend that not another slave State shall ever be 
admitted into the Union. And yet you, one of 
the Representatives of the people of Kentucky, 
the Representative of a slaveholding constituency 

-of those whostand by the Constitution as it is— 
announce in your place here, to-day, that under 
no circumstances will you vote for a Democrat 
against the candidate of such a party. 

Sir, the people of our section are holding their 
breath, disguise itas we may. Every word ut- 
tered and every action here Is critically weighed 
by them and will have to be accounted for to them. 
lam no disunionist. I make no speeches pledg- 
ing my people as to what they will do, because I 
do not know. I never say what my people intend 
to do, but I am with Kentucky, let her position 
be what it may; and | tell you that there is not a 
single southern State whose citizens will stand 
the Inauguration or adoption of any such policy 
as that proposed by the Brack Republican party— 
never! 


Now, sir, my colleague will permit me to dis- 


turb his pure mind for a moment, by way of re- 
freshing his memory. He cannot vote for Gen- 
eral Miiison, because General Mitison voted 
against the repeal of the Missouri compromise, 
and yet m tad de colleague was one of 
Millard Fillmore’s electors in the State of Ken- 
tucky, who was opposed to the repeal of the Mis- 
sourtcompromise. And my colleague, upon every 
stump in hie district, called upon the freemen of 
Kentucky to rally around the standard of Millard 
Fillmore who, like General Mituson, but for dif- 
ferent and objectionable reasons, opposed its 
repeal, Now, sir, one more remark and I have 
done. 


Mr. GILMER. The gentleman alluded to me. |; 


Will he allow me to say a word? 
Mr. BURNETT. No, sir, not now. 
Mr. HILL. I think I have been very indulgent 


to the gentleman from Kentucky and have proved, 


what all gentlemen know, that I am a good-tem- | 


pered man. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
floor. 


Mr. HILL. 


I have not yet yielded the | 


by my sufferance, and I must say that the debate | 
has taken a range which I had no apprehension | 


of, or I would not have yielded the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will not trouble the House 
much longer. I want to ask my distinguished 
colleague one question respectfully. My inform- 


ation may be wrong, but I have been informed, | 
and have seen it stated in the papers, that my col- | 


league made a pledge to his people, on the stump, 
that when his vote was needed, between a Demo- 
erat and a Republican, he would give it to the 
Democrat? Is that true? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 
yes. I said that. 


Mr. BURNETT. And yet only five minutes 


ago, you said that you would never vote for a | 


Democrat. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 
80.6 

Mr. BURNETT. I stand corrected, then. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Let me cor- 
rect you right here. I have not stated that I 
would never vote for a Democrat. I gave my 
reasons for not voting for General Muttson. I 
have not said that I will never vote for a Demo- 
crat; but I say that the contingency in which I 
will doso, has not yet arisen. I did say, in every 
speech I made throughout the contest, that if ever 
1 was bound to choose between a Democrat and 


I never said 


I answer, | 


THE C 


The gentleman had the floor only j; 


| purer than myself, I spurn him from my acquaint- | 
now 


a Republican, | would vote for a Democrat; but || 
that issue has not come, and f hope to God it | 


never will come. [Laughter and applause. ] 


Mr. BURNETT. Now, I want to say another | 
thing. There is such a thing anes acase, | 


and I wish the attention of the Republican party, 


| further? 


many of whom I know personally and respect as || 


men. My colleague tells you that his seat is con- 
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tested, because it may control the vote of Ken- | by sovereign States, and it takes sovereign States 


tucky in the next presidential election. I tell this 
House that his seat is contested, because, upon 
the face of the poll-books, he did not have a ma- 


jority of the votes. That is the reason his seat 


is contested, and that is all I have to say upon 
that point. Now, I ask my colleague if he did 
not tell his constituents that if the election of 
President was carried into the House of Repre- 
sentatives he would vote for a Democratic Presi- 
dent? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 
never said that. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
again. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Clerk, I believe I have the 
floor, and I will say to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky that he need never to ask me for it again, 
for he will not get it if he does. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BURNETT. IL announced to the gentle- 
man what my purpose was in seeking the floor. 

Mr. HILL. Il certainly did not hear him an- 
pounce that it was his purpose to stigmatize the 
party to which I am proud to belong, as * the 
miserable Know Nothing party.’’ Let me tell 
the gentleman that I voted for General MiLtison 


No, sir; I 


Then, I stand corrected 


to-day because I respected his manliness in voting, | 


as he ought to have voted, against the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill. My people know my sentiments, 


and those gentlemen who were here in Congress | 


know just where | stand. I voted for him be- 
cause { had confidence that if placed in the chair 
he would be incapable of appointing any white- 
washing committees for this Administration, or 
for anybody else. Does the gentleman understand 
me? [came here against the opposition of the 


Democratic party ,and certainly nothy their favor. | 
I came here as a southern man, with some pecu- || 
liar sentiments, and rather more southern, I think, || 
I avowed | 


than the gentleman from Kentucky. 
before my people that when a case arose under 
this Government, where there was a southern Ter- 
ritory where the institution of slavery might go, 
and the South should call upon Congress to give 
her protection for her slave property and it should 
be refused, | would join the ultra South in any 
course it might adopt. That is my position; I 
will not go for a general law. 

But I have said another thing, and I want gen- 
tlemen to understand me. Never, never, so help 
me God, when any man is elected by the forms 
of the Constitution of the country to the office of 
President, to which any miscreant is entitled to 
be elected, will I help to tear down the great 
structure under which we live. [Applause in the 
galleries.} I will rather believe that he will, like 


some hypocrites who have been honored by the 
people with that office, kick away the ladder | 


upon which he mounted, and show them that 
when he has taken upon himself the obligation to 
support the Constitution, he will administer the 
Government in such a manner that the people will 
be content. I will await the development of some 
unlawful purpose, something aimed to crush my 


° . . i 
section of the country, before I consent to strike 


the fatal blow. 

These are my sentiments. 
for a constitutional Union, and no other. In the 
contest now before us, | have voted for a man 
upon the Democratic side of the House, and there 
are other gentlemen on the same side for whom I 
would vote with great pleasure. 


earth who feels one inch taller or in any way 
ance; but as for that ** miserable’’ party of 


Nothings 
Mr. BURNETT. 





he does me injustice. 


satisfied, 


I ama Union man; | 


But I distinctly i] 
state here, that if there be a man that treads this | 


If the gentleman will allow 
| me for a moment, I think he will be satisfied that | 
Iam a frank man, and I | 
think if the gentleman will hear me he will be | 
Now, I will say to this House that my 
course upon this floor, gentlemen will bear me 
witness, has been courteous in every respect; and I | 
say now, that if I used the expression ‘‘miserable | 


|| to dissolve it. Not only that, I say here that 
|| when Sewarp is elected upon his policy, then I 
|| hope the southern States of this Union will speak, 
\, and that old Kentucky, my native State—*the 
|| dark and bloody ground’’—will take that course 
|| which is due to her history and position. But, sir, 
| whatever she does, she will have this right arm 
| and this manly heart to back her. I have done. 
Mr. HILL. If the gentleman takes back the 
expression which he used and which I objected to, 
I have nothing further to say upon that point. I 
| will, however, make this additional remark, to 
|| show why I came to this Congress atall. As I 
|| have stated on all proper occasions, my object 
|| was to aid in a humble degree in breaking up the 
|| two organizations, right and left, the Democratic 
| and the Republican parties, and in erecting upon 
| their ruins a better party for this nation. [Ap- 
| plause and laughter.} It was my desire to do that; 
|| and my whole great purpose now is to do it. That 
|| great party for the security of the Union is to re- 
| sult from the salutary American principles I pro- 
| fess. ‘These are my views. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
| House adjourn. 
Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. With the 
|| gentleman’s permission I will make a brief ex- 
| planation. 
| Mr. HILL. I yield to the gentleman for an 
explanation. 
| Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. As I re- 
| marked before, I do not desire to trespass upon 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I move that the 


| 
| 


|| the patience of the House for the purpose of 
making aspeech. I desire a speedy organization 
of this House. Ihave desired it, and I still desire 
it. My worthy colleague from Kentucky, for 
some reason or other, | do not know what, has 
| seen fit to propound certain questions to me. 
| With a view of doing myself justice, I trust I shall 
| have the privilege to make a response to them. 
He asked me whether or not I did not state, in my 
canvass in Kentucky, that I would vote for a 
Democratic President in case the election came to 
|| this House in 1860. IsaythatI didnot. I stated 
|| before, that I said in the contest for Speaker, if 
‘| compelled to choose between a Democrat and a 
| Republican, I would vote for a Democrat if they 
carried out the principles which they avow before 
the country. I never said anything in regard to the 
President. 
Here Mr. Anperson yielded to 
Mr. ETHERIDGE, who moved thatthe House 
adjourn; which motion was agreed to. 
Thereupon, the House (at twenty minutes 
|| past five o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 


=———— 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 22, 1859. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. P. D. Guruey, 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

Several executive communications werereceived 
from the President of the United States by the 
hands of James Bucnanan, jr., Esq., his Secre- 
tary. 





HEATING THE CAPITOL. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| Senate the foilowing letter: 
Orrice Untrep States Capirou Extension, 
Wasutneton, December 12, 1859. 

Sin: [have the honor to inform you that the heatingand 
| ventilating apparatus of the north wing is now ready to 
|| turn over to the control of the officers of the Senate. 
Since the adjournment of the last Congress, some altera- 
|| tions have been made in the air-ducts by Captain Meigs, 
my predecessor, which it is believed have improved the 
distribution of the heated air. If the arrangement is now 
satisfactory to the Senate, there seems to be no reason why 
its proper officers should not take charge of the apparatus, 
so that the appropriation for the Capitol Extension may be 
relieved from the burden of its support. 

1 enclose with this a list of the persons employed in tak- 
ing care of the apparatus, with their rates of daily pay- 

These persons are six in number, and have charge of the 





rty,”’ it was not used in an offensive sense, and | two engines and ventilating fans, the boilers, steam and 


if so regarded [ take pleasure in withdrawing it, 


Now, will the gentleman permit me one word 
If the gentleman understands me as an- 


nouncing that I am for dissolving the Union upon 


the election of Wiritiam H. Sewarp, he misun- 
I said this, and as a southern man 
I repeat it with emphasis—that I am not sent here | 
This Union was created | 


derstands me, 


to dissolve this Union, 


water pipes, registers, and all other parts of the heating and 
ventilating apparatus, and do ali the work connected with 
it. They have been employed upou the work for some 
time, and the engineer and his assistant have received a 
thorough training in the proper manipulation of the ma- 
| chinery, in all its parts. They are competent, too, to man- 
age the gas and water fittings of the north wing, and the 
care of these fittings might properly be turned over to 
them. 

i respectfully recommend that these persons be retained 
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in their present positions, as their removal, and the appoint- | 
ment of inexperienced persons, might cause serious incon- 
venience to the Senate, by the derangement of the entire 


angeretve. ss Files " ; 
Vhatever directions may be given by the Senate, as to 
the steps to be taken to carry out its views of this matter, 
will be cheerfully complied with, and all possible informa- 
tion as to the annual expense of the maintenance ot the 
apparatus, will be given to the officer whose duty it is to | 
take charge of it. 

l am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P W. B. FRANKLIN, 
Cuptain of Topographical Engineers ; 
in charge Capito! Extension. 
Hon. Joun C. BreckinrivGe, Vice President of the Uni 
ted States and President of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the communica- | 
tion was referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. FOOT presented the petition of Catharine 
L. McLeod, only surviving child of Ebenezer 
Markham, a Canadian refugee, praying relief on 
account of the losses and sufferings of her father 
in aiding the cause of the American Revolutien; 
which, with her petition and papers, on the files 
of the Senate, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of John H. 
Wickizer, praying for additional compensation for 
taking the census ofthe counties of Monterey and 
Santa Cruz, in the State of California; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. POWELL presented the petition of David | 
H. Burr, late surveyor general of the Territory of | 
Utah, praying to be allowed the salary appertain- 
ing to that office, until he was relieved of the care 
and responsibility thereof by the transfer of Gov- 
ernor Cumming; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Territories. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of | 
Thomas Crown, praying forrelicf, in consequence 
of the arbitrary abrogation of a contract made by 
him with the United Siates to furnish bricks for 
the fortifications at Oak Island, in the State of 
North Carolina, in the year 1826; which, with the | 
papers on the files of the Senate relating to the 
same subject, was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Haym | 
M. Salomon, praying indemnity for money ad- 
vanced and losses sustained by his father, Haym 
Salomon, during the war of the Revolution; which, || 
with the papers on the files of the Senate relating || 
to the same subject, was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HAUN presented the petition of McFar- | 
land & Downey, praying that the amount due | 


them for rent of their house in Los Angeles, Cal- |} 


ifornia, occupied by the United States court from | 
the 27th of October, 1854, to the 5th of August, 

1856, under contracts with the United States mar- | 
shal of that district, be paid; which was referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Richard Che- 
nery, of San Francisco, California, praying pay- | 
ment for the construction of the granite pavement || 
in front of the United States custom-house at San || 
Francisco, California; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented additional papers in relation 
to the claim of Charles Minturn, of San Fran- 
cisco, California, president of the Contra-Costa 
Steam Navigation Company, for compensation 
for transporitng the mails from San Francisco to || 
Oakland and Petaluma; which, with his petition 
on the files of the Senate, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

_He also presented the petition of F.S. Stevens, 
vice president of the California Stage Company, 
praying an allowance for extra services in carry- 
ing the mail in California; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of A. E. 
Childs, widow of Brigadier General Thomas | 
Childs, of the United States Army, praying for 
a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. GREEN presented the memorial of L. W. | 
Boggs, praying an appropriation for his salary as 
alcalde and judge of the first instance under the 
military government of California; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and | 
Militia. | 

Mr. MALLORY presented the preamble and || 
resolution of the Legislature of Florida, in rela- || 





tion to the claims of Isaac Welch and other cit- | 


izens of Florida to reimbursement of expenses 
incurred as witnesses in behalf of the UnitedStates, 
under summons*of the United States marshal; 
which were referred to 
Judiciary. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Eiiz- 
abeth Lansdale and Maria M. Fox, sole heirs of 
General Stephen Moylan, of the army of the Rev- 
olution, praying that his accounts may be settled 
on the basis indicated as just by the late Mr. 
Hagner, the Third Auditor; which, with the pe- 
tition and papers relating to the claim, on th 
of the Senate, was refemed to the Comnifittee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Louisiana, in favor of the erection 
of a light-house at the mouth of the Calcasicu 
river, In that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of Louisiana, in favor of the establishment 
of a stage line between Harrisonburg and Winns- 
boro’, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post*Roads. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of the 
officers and executive committee of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association of the United States, 
praying for an act of incorporation; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memorial 
of Sweeney, Rittenhouse, Fant& Company, pray- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained, in consequence 
of the Secretary of the Treasury not adhering to 
the terms of the proposals for the ten million loan 
under the act of June 14, 1858; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Brown, praying 
payment of abalance due himas Seeretary of the Senate of 
the Territory of Florida, presented December 8, be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of H. 8S. Davis and others, 
praying for a charter to authorize them to construct gas 
works and lay down pipes, in the city of Washington, tor 
the purpose of furnishing the Government and citizens with 
gas, presented December 8, be referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 


files 


the Committee on the | 
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Ordered, That the three petitions of citizens of Wash- | 


ington, praying for the incorporation ofthe Washington and 
Georgetown Passenger Railway Company, presented De- 
cember 15, be referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 


| 
Ordered, ‘That the papers in relation tothe claim of John 


Sample, presented December 15, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Hall Neilson, 
now on the table of the Senate, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Adolphus Glae- 
vecke and George P. Stiles, now on the table of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 





On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of John 
Scott, Hill House, and Samuel O. House, on the files of th: 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
William C. Pease, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the report of the Court of Claims In the 
case of Samuel J. Hensley, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Hiram 
McCullough, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DURKEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Prudence Couch, on the files of the Senate, bo referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr, CLARK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of a committee of the direct- 
ors of the Metropolitan Railroad Company, praying author 
ity to lay a railroad track from Georgetown through Peun 
sylvania Avenue to the Baltimore and Ohio railroad depot, 
presented December &, be referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. CLARK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Charles F. Anderson, pray 
ing remuneration for his plan of the Capitol extension, pre- 
| sented December 15, be referred, with his petition, on the 
files of the Senate, to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


On motion of Mr. BINGHAM, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Allen Gaylord and others, 

| citizens of Ohio, praying that land may be granted to the 

heirs of those who served in the Indian wars, and that of 

1812 with Great Britain, presented December 13, be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. PUGH, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Hiram H. Robjnson, tate 

| United States marshal for the southern district of Ohio, 

praying indemnification for expenses incurred and losses 

| suffered in the discharge of the duties of his office, on the 

| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. KING, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Danicl F. Tiemann and 
others, citizens of New York, praying Congress to pass x 
law to prevent all further traffic in, and monopoly of, the 
public lands of the United States, and that they be laid out 

| in farms and lots of limited size for the free and exclusive 
use of actual settlers, presented December 13, be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, praying to be released 
from the fourth article of the Cherokee treaty, made at New 
Echota, on the 29th of December, 1835, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Lndinn Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Tilman Leak, praying that 
money paid by him for certain land, which had been pri 
viously sold and patented by the United States to another 
person, may be refunded, with interest, on the files of the 


|| Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Ordered, That the petition of A. W. McPherson, praying | 


compensation for fitting up and furnishing rooms for the 


| United States district court, at San Francisco, on the files 


of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in relation to the claims of 


On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of officers of the Washington 
navy-yard, and citizens of Washington, praying for an ap 
propriation for graveling Eighth street East, or Garrison 
street, from its intersection with Pennsylvania avenue to 
the navy-yard gate, presented December 12, be referred to 

| the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mrs. Mary Wal- 


|| back, widow of the late Brevet Brigadier General J. B. Wal 


Blocker & Gurley, and James F. Davis, for compensation | 


as counsel for Lieutenant Anderson and his detachment, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 


; Military Affairs and Militia. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, on behalf of Mr. 


3ROWN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Michael Nash, 


on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mre MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John Ericsson, praying || 


compensation for services in the construction of the ma- | 
chinery and propeller of the United States steamer Prince- , 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Brown, adminis- 
trator of George Fisher, deceased, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Richard Fitzpatrick, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and Militia. 


| ton, and the report of the Court of Claims thereon, on the | 


back, United States Army, praying to be allowed a pensiog, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MASON. I ask that the papers in the 
| case of William K. Jennings and others, be with 
| drawn from the files of the Senate. Their appli- 
| cation is for payment for certain slaves who were 

carried away during the war of 1812, and pay- 

ment for which was provided under the convention 

with Great Britain. A bill for their relief has 

passed the Senate more than twice, and therefore 
| my motion is not objectionable to the rule. 

The motion was agreed to; and the following 
»apers were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Se alesiones The petition of Mary Martin, formerly 
| widow of Robert Lindsay, praying remuneration 
for a slave captured by the enemy during the war 
| with Great Britain; the petition of Ann Robinson, 
| praying compensation out of the fund provided 
| by the treaty of Ghent, for negroes earried off by 
| the British troops in the war of 1812; the petition 
| of William K. and Alphia W. Jennings, legal 
| representatives of William Bean, praying com- 
| pensation out of the fund provifled by the treaty 
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of Ghent, for negroes carried off by the British 
troops in the war of 1812; the petition of Mary 
A. Wise, of Virginia, praying compensation for 
anegro taken by the British in 1814, out of the 


! 


fund provided by the treaty of Ghent for the pay- | 


ment of such losses; and the petition of the son and 
heir of Edward Rudd, praying compensation for 
slaves carried off by the enemy during the last 
war with Great Britain. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. YULEE asked, and by unanimous consent | 


obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (8S. 


No. 1) explanatory of an act for the relief of || 


Charles D. Maxwell, a surgeon in the United 
States Navy; which was read twice by its title, 
and colrted, with his petition and papers hereto- 
fore presented to the Senate, to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


| teers, authorized by the act of Congress approved 


} 


| tain volunteer troops called into service by the 
| Governor of the State of Texas for the protection 


Mr. MALLORY, in pursuance of previous no- || 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


|| act to regulate the carriage of passengers in steam- 


(S. No. 10) in addition to an act to promote the | 
wrogress of the useful arts; which was read twice | 
vy its title, and referred to the Committee on Pat- | 


ents and the Patent Office. 


Mr. HARLAN asked and obtained leave to in- 


troduce a bill (S. No. 8) to reimburse the State | 


of Lowa for moneys expended in the suppression || 
of Indian hostilities within the jurisdiction of that | 


State; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 


No. 2) removing the restrictions upon a certain | 
grant of five sections of land to the State of Iowa; | 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 15) for 
the relief of purchasers of public lands within the 


timber reserve opposite Fort Kearney, and for | 


the settlers within the Winnebago agency reser- | 


vation, the Fort Atkinson reservation, and the 
timber reserve opposite Fort Crawford, all in the 
State of lowa; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LANE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No, 11) making an appropriation for the payment 
of the expenses incurred by the people of the 
Territories of Oregon and Washington in the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities therein in the years 
1855 and 1856; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and Militia. 

He also, in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 9) 
to amend ** An act for extending the laws and judi- 
cial system of the United States to the State of 
Oregon, and for other purposes;’’ which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Tediciar : 

Mr. SAULSBURY, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No, 13) making an appropriation for the 


erection of a pier in Delaware Bay, for the pro- | 


tection of commerce; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
14) for the relief of Francis Dainese; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred, with the papers 
on file, to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 

Ordered, That the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations on the claim of Francis Dainese, at the last ses- 
ston of Congress, be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 16) repealing all laws or parts of laws allow- 
ing bounties to vessels employed in the bank and 
other cod fisheries; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRIGHT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
17) to enlarge the public grounds surrounding the 
Capitol; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Gommittee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

Mr. HEMPHILL, in pursuance ef previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 18) making appropriations for the sup- 
port of one regiment of Texas mounted volun- 
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7th April, 1858; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also, in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. R. No. 3) to provide for the payment of cer- 


of the frontier of said State, and to reimburse said 
State the amount advanced by her on account 
thereof; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on’Finance. 


BILLS REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the following | 


bills, which were introduced by him yesterday, 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 
A bill (S. No. 2) concerning the administration 

of justice in criminal cases; _ 
bill (S. No. 3) to amend anactentitled ** An 


me or other vessels,’’ approved March 3, 1855; 
A bill (S. No. 4) concerning appeals and writs 
of error; and 

A bill (S. No. 5) to supply vacancies in certain 
offices. ~ 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (S. No. 6) concerning seamen be 


| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BINGHAM gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Arthur Edwards and others. 

Mr. DAVIS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the organization of a 
territorial government in Arizona. 


MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- |/ 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 
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_ situated as Iam. I ask for the present consider- 
ation of the resolution. 
| Mr. COLLAMER. I have no objection to 
| having an understanding of that kind; but to make 
an order beforehand for the Senate to adjourn on 
a future day, when those who happen to be here 
may think it best to go on with business, I think 
is not competent; I think it is not parliamentary; 
I think it is irregular. I have no objection, how- 
| ever, to an understanding of that kind. 
| Mr.SLIDELL. If the Secretary will have the 
| goodness to send me the Journal of 1856, the Sen- 
| ator from Vermont will find that a resolution like 
this was adopted on two previous occasions, and 
no gentleman would think of introducing any 
business before the Senate on the days when the 
body was to meet formally. The resolution is 
offered in this form to obviate the constitutional 
| objection that an adjournment cannot be made for 
more than three days without the consent of the 
other House, which cannot of course be obtained 
under existing circumstances. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It seems to me to bea 
mere evasion of the constitutional prohibition— 
nothing more, nothing less. It is a very inge- 
nious evasion of the constitutional prohibition. 

Mr. IVERSON. I suppose that if this reso- 
lution passes, it will be generally understood by 
the Senators that no business will be transacted 
on the days when the Senate is to meet for the 


1] pera! aformal adjournment. It can be done, 


think, without any difficulty, and this resolu- 
_ tion may pass without any constitutional ques- 
tion being raised. It is only a formal common 
consent entered into by the Senate that on to- 
| morrow we shall do no business but adjourn to 
| Tuesday next, and then on Tuesday, if any mem- 
bers of the Senate are present—it is not necessary 
| that there should be a quorum present—they ean 
adjourn over to Friday in pursuance of the agree- 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire as to the condition of the 
mail service on route 6565, between Tallahassee and Pen- 
sacola, in the State of Florida, and to report upon the ex- 
pediency and the means of establishing an efficient daily 
postal service thereon. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of previous notice, | 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 12) to authorize the President to contract for 


| the transportation of the mails, troops, seamen, 
munitions of war, Army and Navy supplies, and | 


all ether Government service, by railroad, from 


| the Missouri river to San Francisco, in the State 


of California; which was read twice by its title. 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, this is the same || 
| bill which was under consideration in the Senate 
It was reported then by | 


during the last session. 


a select committee, and subsequently amended | 


by the Senate, after elaborate investigation and 
discussion. I introduce it now for the purpose 
of placing it on the Calendar, in order that we may 


| have an epportunity of taking it up at a very early 
| day. I intend to call itup soon. If, after an ex- 


|| amination of the question, it shall be the pleasure 


| of the Senate to have the subject again referred to 
aselect committee, that motion can then be made. 
My own judgment is, that the best way in which 
| to approach this important question is to take up 
the in which I have now introduced. For that 
| purpose, I wish it to go on the Calendar; and I 
give notice to the Senate that at an early day I 
_ shall call it up for consideration. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill goes 
| on the Calendar, as a matter of course, if no mo- 
| tion be made to refer it. 


ADJOURNMENT FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. SLIDELL. [ offer the following resolu- 

| tion, and ask for its present consideration: 

| Ordered, ‘That when the Senate adjourns on Friday next, 

| it be to Tuesday next; and when it adjourns on Tuesday, 
it be to the Friday following ; and when it adjourns on Fri- 
day, it be to Tuesday, the third dayof January next. 

I will state, as some persons have expressed a 
doubt as to whether this is in conformity to usage, 
that on two occasions, a few years since, one the 
occasion of the meeting of the convention at Cin- 
cinnati, and the ogher of the Republican conven- 
tion at Philadelphia, a resolution in similar terms 
was adopted. { will say, for myself, that I have 

| not the slightest interest in this matter. My fam- 
| ily being here, I have no oceasion to go home for 
| the holidays; but I know it will be a mattep of 
great convenience to many gentlemen who are not 


ment which has been thus entered into, and then 
over to the Tuesday following. I am perfectly 
willing to vote for the resolution wiih this com- 
mon understanding. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not mean to be un- 
derstood as at all objecting to an arrangement 
like that proposed, if it be done by understanding. 
I do not expect to leave the city myself, and I 
| do not expect business to be done during the holi- 
| days. If it is necessary, I am perfectly willing 

to attend here for the purpose of making adjourn- 
| ments, in order to keep all things in order; but it 
seems tome that when the Constitution prohibits 
either House during the session of Congress to 
| adjourn for more than three days without the 
consent of the other, an attempt to get rid of it 
|| in this mode is not proper. LI care not if there is 
|, a precedent for it; that does not alter the case in 
|| my mind in the least. It is nothing, it seems to 
| me, but an equivocation to get over the prohibi- 
| tion of the Constitution; and I cannot but feel it 
| my duty to protest against it, not that 1 have any 
objection to an arrangement of this kind. 

{r. DAVIS. I concur with the objection made 
by the Senator from Vermont, and } think there 
is another which we ought also to consider. The 
House of Representatives is not yet organized; 
we have not received the annual message and 
accompanying documents. The House might be 
organized in the very interval proposed, in which 
event the Senate ought to be in session. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have sent for the Journal 
of the Senate, in order to show that this course 
has been adepted on two previous occasions, by 
the unanimous assent of the Senate. I will say 
for myself, that I am entirely indifferent whether 
the resolution passes or not. I have introduced 
it at the instance of other gentlemen who really 
feel an interest in the matter, and whose con- 
venience will be greatly promoted by it. As to 
the constitutional objection, I confess that I can- 
notsee the force of itatall. I find, by reference to 
the Journal, that on the 23d December, 1856, it was 

*< Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn it be to Friday 
next, and when it adjourn on Friday it be to the Monday 
following.” 

On two previous occasions, as I before re- 
marked, this arrangement extended over a period 
of seven or eight days; one for the meeting of the 
Cincinnati convention, and the other for the Phil- 
adelphia convention. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate then 


adjourned. 
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~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, December 22, 1859. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. W. Hamitron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Prayer 


The CLERK stated that the question recurred | 


upon the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Hickman,] to amend the Journal of 
Friday, the 9th instant; and that on that question 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. F'annsworru] 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH took the floor. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Will the gen- 
tleman from Illinois yield to me one moment? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
tion. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 


obligation to my distinguished friend for the floor, 


moments. I would not now trespass upon the 
time of the House except for the fact that my 
worthy colleague from Kentucky [Mr. Burnerr] 
yesterday propounded some questions to me which 

desire toanswer. Ihave been a silent spectator 
of what has been going on in this’ House; first, 
because I did not desire, as a young member, to 
intrude my opinions upon the House; and sec- 
ondly, because I thought it the first duty of the 
House to organize. 

Mr. Clerk, I am just informed by a gentleman 
near me, that my colleague [Mr. Burnett] is not 


a sent; a fact I did not before know, and of course | 


will not proceed in hisabsence. I resign the 
floor to the gentleman from Illinois, to whom I 


I will, for explana- | 


| cruse, and which 
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Mr. PHELPS. I move that all further pro- | 


ceedings under the call be dispensed with, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. Iask the gentleman from Illinois 
to allow mea few moments for the purpose of 
correcting a speech. I yielded the floor peecey 
when my speech was half through, anc 


for a speech half made. 
probably effect an organization of this House, 


and I was willing to yield to the pressure around 
me to desist from further discussion; but another 


| gentleman took the floor and followed me with an 


argumeat for an hour or an hour and a half. My 


speech was not concluded, but inasmuclias | had | 
|}exhausted nearly all the oil | had in my cruse | 
I am under |} 


with which to pour conciliation and harmony upon 


i gentlemen here, I yielded, and I believe to-day 
and I promise not te detain the House but a few || 


that the remaining pittance that remains in that 

f kept back then, should be 
kept for another occasion, and the speech shall 
now be closed. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois allow me a moment for 
explanation ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. As I said 


before, | do not intend to detain the House long, 


| and I do not intend to make a speech upon any 
of the great questions of the day. 


l rose for the 
} 


t 


purpose of responding to some interrogatories | 


prepeunt d by my friend from Kentucky [Mr. 
3URNET7] yesterday. | remarked to the House 
yesterday that I desired to be a silent member of 


I rise to | 
offer an apology to the country and to this House | 
I believed at that time | 
that we had arrived at a point when we might | 


| sition, he is for free trade. 
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[Mr. Burnerr] and every other Democrat on this 
floor, voted against him. So far as I am person- 
ally concerned, when I was onthe Fillmore elec 
toral ticket in 1856, I did say that if I had been in 
Congress I would have voted for the repeai of the 
Missouri compcomise line. 

Now, I did vote certainly for Mr. Erneriper. 
who, like Mr. Miizson, voted against the Kan 
sas-Nebraska bill. Ldo not say now whether both 
were right or both were wrong. Atallevents, it is 
abalance of the books. I voted for Mr. Erner- 
IDGE in preference to Mr. Miizson, because on 
every other question [ agree with Mr. Erneriner 
to the fullest extent, so far as | have ever heard 
him express his opinions. I ama Whie. Ido 
not regard the nigger question as the only ques- 
tion before the country. I have been brought 
up in the South; I r side in the South, and I am, 
perhaps, as much interested in the South as any 
man on this floor. I have a personal interest in 
the institution of slavery; for l am a slaveholder 
myself, and do not think that I am anything the 
worse for that. Butthe nigger question is not the 
only question before the country; and 1 should be 
very sorry to see this country divide d on the ques- 
tion of niggers or no niggers. Lama Whig. 1 
am for a tariff. I am for the protection of Amer- 
ican labor. Is the gentleman from Virginia {[Mr. 
Mitzson] in favor of it? I do not know whether 
he is or not; but if I understand properly his po 
That is another rea- 
son why 1 am opposed to him. My friend on my 
right (Mr. ErnerimGe | agrees with me onthe sub- 
ject of the tariff; he is for the Union of the States; 


' j | he isa Whig; he is an American in principle. So 
| this body, and I have not, since the commence- ||} am I. Then, if Mr. Erneriwece and Mr. Mitt- 
'ment of this session of Congress, opened my || son are equal on the subject of the Kansas-Ne- 
| mouth upon the subject of polities except when |, braska bill, these are reasons why | should cast 
| my name has been called to vote. One reason,as || my vote for Mr. Erneripce in preference to Mr. 
I said yesterday, was that I held a contested seat; || Mitison. 
another reason was, that I desired an organiza- || Enough on that subject. Ido not know why 
tion of this House at the earliest practicable mo- ||) my colleague catechised me. I do not know 
ment. I thought it a duty resting upon all of us whether he did so on his own re sponsibility, as 
to organize the House in the first place, and then || the organ of the Democratic party, or as the or- 
that gentlemen could, if they desired, discuss the |} gan of an outside pressure from the gentleman 
question of slavery or any other question they || who is contesting my seat on this floor. Idonot 
Mr. RUFFIN. Let gentlemen upon that side ||! may please. And I say now, that ] regret that || know, nor do I care. 
of the House speak, for we have not heard from || there has been discussion upon this floor of the || Mr. BURNETT. If my colleague will permit 
them for some time. || question of slavery. So far as my own views are || me, I will tell him why I spoke. 
Mr. CURTIS. I think it is my duty to insist || concerned, I am opposed to the agitation of this | Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. 
upon the motion. It appears to me that this is || question. Iam in favor of the enforcement of all |! sir. 
the last day before the 5 in which we can || laws upon the subject, and I want the question to Mr. BURNETT. My colleague has a paper 
conclude this question of organization; and al- || rest. in his district called the Danville Tribune, In 
s though I should like very much to hear the hon- I say that, prior to the organization of this || that Danville Tribune is a letter written by my 
orable gentleman from Illinois, yet it seems to || House, it seems to me to be improper—and I do || collearue, in which he attempts to fasten the re- 
me that we should devote the whole day to an || not intend to impugn the motives of any gentle- || sponsibility of a failure to organize the House on 
effort to organize this House. The whole coun- |} man—todiscuss the question. I desire an organ- || the national and conservative men of the Demo- 
try is looking and hoping that we will organize || ization now, and would not trespass upon the || cratic party. 
this very day. I was told myself, in a private |} patience of the House except for the fact that the Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Thatis true. 
conversation with the President this morning, || question has been propounded to me, why I did Mr. BURNETT. Well; that is the reason 
that there was due to contractors $4,000,000, and || not take the opportunity to vote for the gentleman || why I spoke. 
it is very necessary that an appropriation should || from Virginia |Mr. Mittson] for Speaker of this Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Well; with 
be passed for the ern to them of that sum. |} House. With all respeet tomy worthy colleague, || all due respect to my colleague I will say, that I 


am indebted for it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH resumed the floor. 

Mr. CURTIS. [hope the gentleman will give 
way to a motion that the House proceed to a 
ballot. 
- Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will cheerfully give 
way, if it is the disposition of the House to vote 
for Speaker, but not for any other purpose. 

Mr. CURTIS. I then move that there be a 
call of the House, with a view to proceed subse- 
quently to a vote for Speaker. 


fet 


Very well , 





* A good many of these contractors are here now, || I will respond that I have not voted for a Demo- | did write that letter, and that in that letter I did 
4 and I understand they are imploring members to || crat since I came into this House, and I never ex- |, fix the responsibility of non-organization on the 

make a proper appropriation for their benefit. | pect to vote for a Democrat except upon the issue || Demoeratic party; and I say so yet, and expect 
’ A call of the House was ordered. | stated yesterday, and that oe hope will never |; to show it. ar here are one hundred and four- 
d The roll was accordingly called; and the fol- ;come. I do not desire a united South, as my col- || teen Republicans, eighty-eight Democrats, and 


lowing members failed to answer to their names: | 


Se eaaeraacarat! we 


Messrs. AsuLey, Brown, CLark B. Cocurane, 
Dimnick, Ferry, Frorence, Hawkins, Huenes, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Keirt, Lamar, Lanprum, 
Epwarp Joy Morris, Sicktes, Srattworrn, 
and Van Wyck. 

During the call of the roll— 

Mr. CLEMENS stated that his pair with the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Asniey] would not 
expire until twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

r. WOODRUFF stated that Mr. Ferry had 
paired off with Mr. Lanprum. 

Mr. TAYLOR stated that Mr. Van Wyck had 


been called home, and that he had paired off with 
him for the da 


Mr. WIN SLOW. A large number of members 


are absent, and in order to give them time to get | 


here, I move, pro forma, that the House adjourn, 
and upon that motion call the yeas and nays. If 
any paren desires to address the House I will 
yield to him. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest that the 
entleman from Illinois proceed with his remarks. 
hat is the best way. 


P Mr. WINSLOW. Then I withdraw my mo- 
on. 








| expect to be a Whig in principle. 


league [Mr. Burnett] said yesterday, and I do | 


not desire a united North. If we of the South 
should go for a united South, what would be the 
result? 


cents, as a mere question of southern interest, 
where are we? As I said, we are now over- 
whelmed with numbers, and what will result after 
the census of 1860? I leave that to my worthy 
colleague to figure out. 

Well, I say, I stand on this floor as a Whig. I 
have been a Whig; I am a Whig; and I always 

My colleague 
asked me yesterday why | did not vote for the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. en for 
Speaker. 1 gave him one reason why I did not 
do so—that was because he voted against the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill. 

In speaking of this matter, I wanted to show 
two things. First] wanted toshow my colleague’s 
own inconsistency, because in 1854 the support 
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill was made a test of 
Democracy in this House; and when Mr. Mii1- 
son was proposed for Speaker in 1855, my friend 


We are at present overwhelmed in num- | 
| bers. The North has the majority now; and after 
| the census of 1860, where will we stand? 


: " Why, } 
if we look at the matter in the light of dollars and | 


| been defeated. 
| from the a Ferry district, where old John 


| there is in the South. 


twenty-three of that little Spartan band of glorious 
men who are bound in opposition to the Admin- 
istration. Iam one of dees twenty-three. We 
cannot elect with the combined vote of the Democ 

racy. We can elect with the combined vote of 
the Republicans; but we have not seen proper to 
vote for a Republican. Where then does the re- 
sponsibility rest? Ifevery one of us had voted 
yesterday for Mr. Mituson, he would still have 
We have presented a gentleman 


3rown made his foray. If you were for a united 
South we have presented to you as true a man as 
Why did you not vote for 
him? I understand that even the gentleman who 
is now the Democratic candidate for Speaker 
[Mr. Mixuson} did not vote for him, although 
he is his colleague. 

Well, we have also presented the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Giumer.} He is a 


| slaveholden—the owner of eighty-six slaves—a 


man as much interested in slave property as my 
colleague, or any man on this floor. He received 
thirty-six votes; and, if he had got the Demo- 
cratic vote, he could have been elected Speaker 
of the House. What Democrat voted for him? 
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Did my friend? Certainly not. Did he vote for 
Mr Borr.er, of Virginia? Certainly not. He 
has never voted for a man of the southern Oppo- 
sition; and yet he gets the floor and asks us to go 
for a Democrat for Speaker. 


My colleague also asks whether some of the | 
southern Opposition party did not vote for Mr. | 
{ If they 


Miuztson? Well; suppose they did. 
thought proper, they had a nght to doso. The 
‘did what they thought was right. I did what I 


thought was right. And aftertwelve ofthe southern | 
Opposition members had cast their votes for Mr. | 


ILLsON, What sortof areception did he get from 
the Democratic party ? 
members of the Democratic party, [Mr. Burnett, | 
who, after so many of our men had voted for Mr. 
Mitiso0n, spoke of us as having dwindled down 
from the Whig party to a miserable Know Noth- 
ing concern. Now, I never lick the hand that 


smites me; and I tell my distinguished friend that, | 


in the contingency which I spoke of yesterday, 
I intend to do what I promised. But you cannot 
give a Democrat enough votes to elect him with 
the combined votes of the Americans. And then, 


where would we be? Swallowed up by the Dem- | 
ocrats. Never,never,never. Whatthanks would | 


we have for it? The very next moment we would 
be driven down again into the ** miserable, con- 
temptible Know Nothing concern.”’ So far as 
{ am concerned—and I speak also for other gen- 
tlemen on this floor—we were elected neither as 
Democrats noras Republicans. We were elected 
on two distinct ideas. One was opposition to the 
corruptions of Buchanan’s Administration; the 
other opposition to the Republican party. We 
haus adoted to both these principles. If we aided 
in electing a Democrat to the Speakership, would 
we have a chance of exposing the Suelo of the 
Administration? I would not say that any gen- 
tleman oceupying that chair would fix the com- 
mittees so as not to expose the Administration; 
but, from what I know of the Democratic party, 
I rather think they would. [Shouts of laugh- 


ter. 

Well, now, what are we to do? Are we to 
cover up the frauds and corruptions of the Ad- 
ministration by electing to the Speaker’s chair a 
man who weed so fix the committees? Some 
of the investigating committees of last Congress 
presented reports containing exposures of the 
most startling frauds that were ever committed 
within the history of the Government, but no 
action was taken upon them. What are we to 
do? To shackle ourselves, and to vote for a man 
for Speaker who would not give us the opportu- 
nity of exposing these frauds? So far as I am 
concerned I never will, except in the contingency 
which I spoke of yesterday. That contingency, 
I trust in God, never will arise; and I do not 
believe it ever will. 

Vote for a Democrat! What are we to gain 
by that? If we do, we must return to our con- 
stituents and tell them that we have exposed no 
frauds. We told our people there was corrup- 
tion. We shall have exposed no corruption. We 
told them we intended to pursue a particular 
course of policy—that we wanted protection to 
American labor. We shall have to tell them that 
we have got no protection. Why? Because we 
put a man in the Speaker’s chair who would stifle 
every investigation, and oppose everything we 
promised to our constituents in the South. 

Now, sir, so far as I am concerned, I stand here 
as one of the twenty-three of the southern Oppo- 
sition. It is true that I may be, ‘‘for the pres- 
ent,’’ only a member upon this floor; but I have 
as many rights and privileges as my colleague or 
any other man here; because I hold. my commis- 
sion, as he does, from the Governor and Secre- 
tary of State, and under the broad seal of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky; and it is not for 
him or for myself to decide whether it is right or 
wrong. Now, I say that I cannot vote for a Dem- 
ocrat in this state of the case; but I want to show 
that I was right in stating, in the letter to which 
my colleague has referred, that the responsibility 
oft the non-organization of the House rests on the 
Democratic party, and noton the southern Oppo- 
sition. How are we responsible? We could not 
elect a Democrat, if we thought proper to do so. 
We could elect a Republican, but we do not see 
proper to do-it; and because we do not see preper 
to do so, we have been denounced as thieves, liars, 
Abolitionists, scoundrels, and midnight assas- 








Here is one of the leading | 


ginia, in the western part of the State, who made 
a very large fortune by attending to his own busi- | 
/ ness; [great laughter;] and I heard of another 
man, in the eastern part of Virginia, who made 
a large fortune by letting other people’s business 
alone. [Renewed laughter.] So far as I am con- | 
_ cerned, | am responsible to my constituents, and 


| denouncing Mr. Doveras and his doctrines on 


that gentleman for the Presidency of the United 


question. 





forward to the contingency of the nomination of 
Judge Dovetas; but that in that coming contest, 
which will be between Black Republicanism and 
national and conservative men, 
example which he is unwilling to take here. I 
shall rally under the flag of any man who ma 
be nominated at Charleston in opposition to Black 
Republicanism. 


| is a great falling back from what you have said 
_ about falling back, he is mistaken. : 
| that I am utterly opposed to the doctrine of pop- 
| ular sovereignty as announced by Judge Doveras. 
| I believe in the right of the people of a Territor 

| Judge Dovetas and myself is this: he says they 
| government; I say they can only do it when they 


| in forming their constitution, and asking admis- 








| he find fault with me, if, like a Yankee, I ask him 





| laughter an 
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sins! [Great laughter.}] Now, I know some- 
thing about Democracy. I have been fighting || 
Democracy all my life, although I ama very young || 
man. The ceileteaal has alluded to the pledges | 
I made onthe stump. Permit me to say, that I | 
was a candidate for Congress two years ago, and | 
was defeated. I ran against the Democratic can- || 
didate then. I ran against the Democratic nomi- || 
nee again this year, and it was supposed that I || 
should be overwhelmingly defeated; but I went 
before the people, and pledged myself to them to 
expose the corruptions of this Administration; 
and I am here, and intend to do it, so help me || 
God! [Applause.]} 

I am not dependent on politics for a living. 1 | 
am not a place-hunter. Ishould not care if I was 
never elected again. But l intend to carry out, 
to the full letter of the law, every pledge which 
I made to my people at home. Iam responsible || 
to them, aed to my colleague, or to any one || 
else upon this floor. And permit me, in good || 
humor, to say a word to my colleague who has |! 
interrogated me. He has a right to do it, and I || 


am perfectly willing to respond; but I will tell | 


him one thing: that I once heard of aman in Vir- |! 





' 
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not to my worthy colleague. 
{ might ask him, with much propriety, a great 
many questions. I wouldask him whether, after 


this floor and before the people, he will vote for 


States, in case he should be nominated by the 
Charleston convention? 

Mr.BURNETT. I willanswer mycolleague’s 
I have no concealments in polities— 
none. I am always ready to give the reasons for 
the faith that is in me as a public man. I will 
say to my colleague now, that I am not looking 


will set him an 


Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Well, that 
about Judge Dove.as. 
Mr. BURNETT. When my colleague talks 


I say now 


to determine for themselves whether they will 








have slavery or not; but the difference between | 
may do it while they are living under a territorial 


come to exercise the act of sovereignty—that is, | 





sion into the Union. There I stand. ‘ 
Now, my colleague has interrogated me, will 


another question? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Ask it. 

Mr. BURNETT. Would my colleague, if he 
had been a member of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, 
have voted for the admission of Kansas under the 
English bill? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. No, sir; 1! 
answer ee! no; nary time. [Great 

a 


ae 
TT. Then I will ask my colleague 
Did not the candidate of the 


Mr. BURN 
another question. J 
ntleman’s party for Governor of Kentucky in- 


Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. No, sir. 

Mr. BURNETT. Yourcandidate for Governor 
did. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Wel, sir, I 


| expect I know as much about it as my worthy 


colleague. I live in the same town as the Hon. 
Joshua F. Bell, the candidate of my party for the 
overnorship. I will state what I understood to 
re Mr. Bell’s position, and if I misstate it, it will 
be a misunderstanding between him and myself. ' 





orse the English bill? 
| 
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Mr. Bell took the position that he would have 
voted for the original bill for the admission of 
Kansas as a slave State; but the President stated 
that the people would have a right to abolish sla- 
very the day after the State was admitted, and 
being opposed to that revolutionary movement, 
he would, after that, have voted against it. That 
was the position that Mr. Bell took, and he took 
the further position, that, under the Dred Scott 
decision, which he did not undertake to indorse 
nor to repudiate, which is the law of the land, 





| Congress has power to protect slavery in the Ter- 


ritories. That was Mr. Bell’s position. I dis- 
agree with Mr. Bell about some things; but I voted 
for him because he came nearer to my ideas than 
his competitor did. He is an old Whig, has lived 


|| a Whig, and intends to die a Whig, and is not 
| one of those gentlemen who, as I remarked yes- 
| terday, shed crocodile tears over the grave of 


Henry Clay: s 
Well, now, as I understand my colleague, he 
will vote for Mr. Doveras if he is nominated at 
Charleston. Now, Mr. Dovatas has been de- 
nounced by the Democratic party of Kentucky, 
and I have no doubt by my dintingiiahed friend, 
asa traitor to hig party, and his doctrine of squatter 
sovereignty has been severely criticised by the 


| gentleman who holds the office of Attorney Gen- 


cral of the United States. And yet my colleague 
announces thatif this man who has been denounced 
as a traitor is nominated at Charleston, he will 
vote to place him in the chair of the Presidency 
of the United States, with squatter sovereignty 
and all. Well, sir, if l| denounce aman as atraitor, 
he never will be President with my consent— 
never, never! [Applause.] 

Now, upon this subject of the organization of 
the House, I want to make a few remarks. I say 
to the Democratic party, you can elect a southern 
man upon the next ballot, if you will do it, and 
that man is Joun A. Gi_mer, of North Carolina. 
Now, to test the sincerity of my colleague, if you 
want a combination and do not want to get all 
the spoils on your side of the House, we will pre- 
sent you with Mr. Gitmer, and give him votes 
enough to elect him, with the votes of gentlemen 
opposite. Will you do it? My colleague was 
mighty willing to answer some questions, but now 
he will not answer. 

Mr. BURNETT. When my colleague is 
ert will answer all he says, if I can get the 
oor. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Then I un- 
derstand that he will not answer now. 

Mr. BURNETT. Not now, sir. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. Well, I will 
give him time to consider—the court is not suffi- 
ciently advised at present. [Laughter.] Now, I 
say that the responsibility does not rest upon us. 
If you want a slaveholder, we present you witha 
southern man, who owns eighty-six slaves, one 
slave for every Democratic vote in the House. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, (in his seat.) Is 
that, then, the reason why some of the Republi- 
cans of this House propose to vote for him? 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. True, he 
belonged to the miserable and contemptible Know 
Nothing party that my colleague spoke of; but 
gentlemen opposite are perfectly willing to accept 
the votes of the members of that miserable, con- 
temptible party, although they are not willing to 
vote for one of their number. Now, that is a 
beautiful specimen of politics. [Laughter.] The 
Democratic party ask us to vote for them, and 
yet they will not vote for us. I do not allude to 
the whole party, because some of them have had 
the magnanimity to vote for our candidate; but I 
venture the assertion that my colleague would 
not vote ‘or a solitary member of the American 
party, if he could secure his election. But you 

ave now a man presented to you, I give you fair 
warning, whom you can clect on the next ballot, 
if you choose to do so, and thus organize the 

House at once. ; 
Now, sir, I regret that my colleague ee it 
necessary to call upon me toanswer questions here, 
and during this, my first experience in a delibera- 
tive body; and I regret particularly that he should 
have found it necessary to allude to my contested 
seat upon this floor. I never have, publicly or 
privately, approached a single member upon this 
floor since I have been on this floor on the subject, 
nor do I intend todoit. I wantno man to preju 
my case. Whenever the House is organized, I sh 
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ask that the evidence may be fairly considered; 
and, if I am not sustained by that evidence, I 
will not ask any man in this House to vote for 
my remaining in my seat. AndI will say further, 
that my colleague, who undertook to prejudge my 
case, is to be one of the triers of that case. He 
is to be a juror; he is to be a judge; perhaps he 
may be on the committee that is to take it into 
considegation and make the required investiga- 
tion. Yet, the gentleman has, in advance, ex- 
pressed the opinion to the House that I am not 
entitled to my seat. Why, sir, I hold the same 
certificate with himself. I received the certificate 
of the Governor of the State of Kentucky, coun- 
tersigned by the attorney general of that Siate, 
that I was elected by a majority of the qualified 
voters of my district. My friend has exacily the 
same thing, and nothing more. Why, then, 
should he announce upon this floer, in advance, 
that I do not hold my seat by a majority of the 
voters of my district?’ Under these circumstances, 
is he a competent juror to sit on my case under 
Kentucky law? My colleague is a Kentucky 
lawyer, and knows that if a man has formed and 
expressed an opinion upon a case, he is not qual- 
ified, as a juror, upon that case. Now, I do not 
want exactly to snecr my friend off the jury. If, 
under the circumstances, having announced that 
he has prejudged my case, if he is willing to sit 
upon it asa juror, I shall not object. Itis true 
that I was clected bya very small majority. Three 
votes out of fifteen thousand voters is a very 
small number; but, sir, that majority of three 
votes is just as effectual as a majority of ten thou- 
sand, 

Now, sir, I do not desire to allude to this mat- 
ter further at the present time. It has nothing to 
de with the organization of this House. After 
the House has been organized, even, it must first 
undergo the investigation of the Committee of 
Elections. There are some two hundred depo- 
sitions, making a volume of some two thousand 
five hundred or three thousand pages, and it will 
take the committee some six months to read the 
testimony before they can decide whether I am 
entitled to my seat. {Laughter.] 

But my colleague remarked, | think, that he 
would vote for Judge Doveras if nominated by 
the Charleston convention. It is known to gen- 
tlemen of the House that at the Union meeting, 
held some two or three days since, in New York, 
General Scott was put ir nomination for the Pres- 
idency. Now, sir, if General Scott is the candi- 
date of the great national party, if Judge Doua- 
LAS is the candidate of the Pi Aleton convention, 
and a Black Republican is put in nomination, I 
confess that I shall vote for the hero of Lundy’s 
Lane, because I am for a Union conservative man. 








Let me say further, upon this subject, that, in | 


my opinion, itis highly probable that the next 
election for President may be thrown into the 
House. Iask, then, whether the contested elec- 
tions in this House have anything to do with that 
contingency? There are four States at the South 
who, as the House is now organized, will not 
vote fora Democrat for President. I have alluded 
to my own State. 
are contested. I say nothing in reference to the 
merits of the contest, because I know nothing; 
but I will say that I believe these contes‘s are a 
political movement, having reference to the next 

residential contest. I may be wrong; but | 
know Democratic tactics pretty well. They have 
fought me in and out; I have fought them, and I 
expect to continue to do it. 
the Democratic party to do exactly as they please, 
and I intend to do exactly as I please. i 
responsible to them, nor am | responsible to any 
except my own people. 

Now, sir, I am for the preservation of this 
Union. 


is a Union man or not. If I understood my col- 
league, he said that if Witntiam H. Sewarp was 
elected President of the United States he would 
be ready to go out of the Union; and that is what 
nearly all of these gentlemen who have spoken 
on that side have announced. 
the electign of any man as President is sufficient 
ground to go out of the Union, until he shall 


have committed some overt act—until he shall | 


have performed some act trespassing upon the 


rights of the South. I am for the Union first, last, | 


and all the time. The language of Daniel Web- 
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In Maryland, too, two seats | 


I want my friends of 


am not |, 


That is the paramount consideration | 
with me. I do not know whether your candidate | 


I do not believe | 


| ster, “* Liberty and Uniow, one and inseparable, 
| now and forever,’’ is my motto, 

Mr. BURNETT. Mr. Clerk, it is not my pur- 
pose, nor has it been my purpose, to unneces- 
sarily bringany gentleman before the House, orto 
make any assault upon any gentleman upon this 
floor when I believe Lam not warranted in doing 
so by the course of any such gentleman. Now, 
the history of this discussion is this: The gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Ernerivee) yester- 
day morning attempted, by questions propounded 
to the gentleman from Alabama, |Mr. Conp,} to 
fix the responsibility of the non-organization of 
the House upon the Democratic party. My col- 
league admitted that he wrote the letter to the 
newspaper in Kentucky to which | have alluded, 
which also charges the failure to organize the 
House upon a national conservative man, upon 
the Democratic party here. Now, sir, | deemed 
it rightand proper to know the reason, if | could, 
why there was no union among those who claim 
to be op rosed to a Black Republican organiza- 
tion, and hence I pursued the course which I did 
last evening 

I will not detain the House, sir, but a moment. 
First, I will notice my colleague’s charge, that | 
referred to his contested seat upon this floor. 
Why, sir, my colleague’s recollection is short. 
He brought the matter before the House himself, 
and he will remember another fact: that I ex- 
pressed no opinion as to the merits of his contest. 
‘The only statement | made was, as gentlemen of 
the other side will bear me witness, to appeal to 
the House to suspend its judgment unul they 
should hear the facts. My opinion in reference 
to the merits of the case was not expressed, ex- 
cept to the extent of the remark, that upon the 
returns being sent in one county was not counted, 
which, if it had been, would have elected the con- 
testant by a few votes. To that extent only has 
my judgment gone in this case. 

Now, let me say another word. When my 
colleague undertakes to make it appear that his con- 


test isa political movement, and not one personal || 


to himself, | say that it is a political movement, 
I trust originating in higher motives than the 
mere yote of any man upon this floor upon any 
question. 


But my colleague says he isa Unionman. He | 
yaramount consideration with | 


also says that is the 


him. I say that I do not indorse that sentiment. 


lam a Union man, but I am for a constitutional | 


Union. A Union without the Constitution is not 
worth one cent. This is aGovernment of equals, 
| my colleague. It was made by our fathers, and 
the States were recognized as sovereign and co- 


when the constitutional rights of one section are 
mount consideration with me. 


Now, Mr. Clerk, my colleague says he does 
not desire a united South. I do desire a united 


us look at it for one moment. Here are a band 


stand by the Constitution of the country, and to 
prevent going into that Speaker’s chair a gentle- 


book and stands upon the platform of the Repub- 
lican party which makes war me the South. 
My object for aunited South is this, not that we 


may stand as a sectional South upon a sectional | 


| platform, but that we may stand here presenting 
| a solid and bold front in opposition to a party 
which desires to put the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Suermay] in the Speaker’s chair. 

Now, sir, my colleague told you that he in- 
dorsed the sentiment uttered by Mr. Fillmore, 
that the repea-of the Missouri restriction was 
like Pandora’s box. I ask my colleague whether 
he will take issue with the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which has solemnly declared that 
the Missouri compromise of 1820 was unconsti- 
| tutional! 


ocratic party and to expose the alleged corrup- 


| doctrine of Wittiam H. Sewanp, that there is 


mise was like Pandora’s box. He is a southern 
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| equal; and any man who destroys that equality, | 


disregarded, when that Constitution is trampled | 
under foot, then this Union can never be a para- | 


South in the sense in which I used the expres- || 
| sion. What is the spectacle presented here? Let || 


of northern men and true, willing and ready to | 


man who has indorsed the doctrine of the Helper | 


Does he stand upon the higher law || 
doctrine? Will he, in his zeal to defeat the Dem- | 


tions of this Administration, lend himself to the | 


a higher law than the Constitution? He tells this 
House that the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
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constituency he says, and yet takes direct issue 
with the Supreme Court of the United States. So 
much fer that. 

Now, sir, the gentleman asks me a question in 
reference to his nominee, [Mr. Borerer.} | say 
to him frankly that In the gendeman from Vir- 
gina [Mr. Borrezer] I recognize a man of na 
tional and « onservative Views, l recognize a man 
who, when he went into that chair, would or- 
ganize the committees of this House upon prin 
ciples of justice and fairness, and not with a view 
to carry out the particular views of this seetion 
or that; a man who would be eoverned by a 
sense of what would be best for the public scr- 
vice, and what was in itself best and proper. 
The gentleman asks me why I did not give my 
vote to that gentleman? I will tell him: it is be- 
cause he cannot unite his own party That is 
the reason ; 

He also asks me why I did not vote for the 


| gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. Guumer,) 


and tells me that we can elect him. The gentle- 
man will pardon me if Ido not go into the reasons 
which will prevent my voting for him, and he will 
at once understand the reasons why | did not go 
into it, because my reasons are wholly personal 
to that gentleman himself. But I will say this in 
regard to that matter. He says that Mr. Giumer 

is the owner of eighty-six slaves Cassius M. 

Clay is the owner of slaves; Blair is the owner 

of slaves; and you can find any number of such 

men who are making war upon the institution of 

slavery and upon the rights of that portion of 

my constituents who are the owners of slaves. 

It does not follow as a matter that be- 

cause a man is the owner of slaves that he refl®ets 
my views. 

Another thing: Lhave heard the charge of cor- 
| ruption and fraud against this Administration. 
| The charge was made upon every stump in my 

State that this Administration was corrupt, and 

that gross frauds had been perpetrated by tt since 
| it came into power. And not only that; the Ad- 
ministration was denounced in the grossest lan- 
guage. But | tell gentlemen that during the last 
Congress commitiecs were appointed to inquire 
into these various charges of corruption, and that 
every one of those committees sigr=lly failed to 
sustain a single one of those charges. "This Ad- 
ministration has been, in my judgment, eminently 
| conservative, and, for that reason, it commends 

itself to my support and to my admiration, I 

tell gentlemen who get up here, and deal in round 

and bold declarations about corruption and fraud 
| in this Administration, that if they organize this 
House, they may appoint committees and make 
their investigations as thorough as they please, 
and that they will meet with as signal a defeat as 
they did in the last Congress. 

I beg pardon of the House for having detained 
them so long; and in conclusion, I say this: that 
I have been satisfied, and am now, that this House 
| will not be organized by the Democratic party; 
and I have not thought so sinte | came here. But, 
while talking upon this subject, | want to say 
what the Democratic party has done for the pur- 
pose of bringing about an organization; and, at 
| the same time, I desire to say that, as a member 
of that party, I was opposed to the movement 
which was made. The Democratic party met in 
, caacus and nominated agentleman recognized by 
| the Opposition of this House not only as emi- 
| nently qualified for that por.tion, but a gentleman 

against whose fitness and qualifications [ have not 

heard any charge except upon political grounds. 
| We voted for him persistently for days; and not 
only that, we endeavored to avoid giving offense 
to gentlemen belonging to the southern Opposi- 
tion, by presenting the very best man we iad. 
We passed no resolutions, nothing offensive; and 
yet, we could get no southern support. But it 
was rumored and whispered around that they did 
| not like the nominee of the party. The Demo- 
cratic party refused to take down their candidate; 
and yet, in the face of that, our candidate, being 
anxious and desirous to organize by the election 
of a man who could command the support of a 
majority of this House, voluntarily withdrew from 
the contest. We then scattered—no man on our 
side receiving a concentrated vote. The southern 
Opposition divided; the Democracy divided. We 
| waited to see whether the southern Opposition 
| could take any of our men, or whether those who 


of cours 


i| man, representing a southern and slaveholding || had voted for Mr. Bocock could find any accept- 
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able man among the southern Opposition. We 
found none; until a day or two since the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Bore.er) withdrew his 
own name, with a grace and eloquence which I 
never before saw or heard in my life, and with 
an expression of patriotic sentiments which com- 
mends him to the people of the whole country. 
He, sir, put in nomination a ntleman of worth 
as aman; a gentleman of whom I heard it said 
that he was the least objectionable man in this 
House. The Democrats came up inasolid col- 
umn and voted for him, with one exception. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I ask the gentle- 
man from Kentucky how many Democrats voted 
for Mr. Miits0n? 

Mr. BURNETT. There were but two excep- 
tions, Mr. Pvan, of Alabama, and Mr. Monr- 
vomeRY, Of Pennsylvania, who did not vote for 
him. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. The gentleman 
will allow me to say that Mr. Mittson received 
ninety-six votes, twelve of which were from the 
southern Opposition. 

Mr. BURNETT. The number of votes was 
reduced very much yesterday. If the gentleman 
will examine it he will see that I am right. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Will the gentle- 
man tell me whether any one of the outstanding 
anti-Lecompton Democrats threw their votes for 
Mr. Minison? 

Mr. BURNETT. Not one, that I know. But 
lam speaking of the Democratic party, and I 
have reference to the Democrats who recoznize 
the organization of the party. Yet, Mr. Clerk, 
with these facts before them, and represented to 
thenf, the South Americans were unwilling to take 
the nominee of their own nominee. They were 
unwilling to vote for him. ‘They could not sus- 
tain him at all; and hence I was satisfied that 

Mr. MALLORY. I ask my colleague, just 
there, how many Democratic votes were cast the 
other day for Mr. Bore er? 

Mr. BURNETT. ‘T'wenty-odd; and the gen- 





Uleman may account for the failure of the Demo- | 


crats to vote for him from the simple fact that the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Borevter] could 
not unite his own party. Now, this singular 
state of facts was presented here; and yet the 


Democratic party are charged here with being | 


responsible for not organizing the House. Now, 
I appeal to the fairness and candor of gentlemen 
whether the twenty-three South Americans can 
ask us for more than we have done. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 
satisfied that, in this grave question of responsi- 
yility, the gentleman from Kentucky does not 
design to say anything that would put the South 
Americans in a false position. 

Mr. BURNETT. Certainly not. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I want to ask 
him this simple"question: Suppose that, in addi- 
tion to the twelve votes which the South Amer- 
icans gave yesterday for Mr. Mitison, the other 
eleven votes of that party had been also given to 
him, by what process of addition could the gen- 
tleman have figured up a majority of the House? 

I degire te say further that, as it cannot be shown 


by any process of figures, that the whole southern | 


vote, combined with the Democratic vote which 
was thrown for Mr. Mitison, could have put him 
in the chair, it is idle and unfair to charge on the 
South Americans who did not go for Mr. Miit- 


son any responsibility in connection witha result || 


I am perfectly 


which they could not have attained if they had | 


gone for him. 

1 desire again to call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to this fact, which is the 
hinging fact of the whole difficulty: I say, that 
so long as the Democratic vote of the House ean- 
not be concentrated ona Democratic candidate, it 
ecrtainly is neither wise nor fair nor profitable to 


throw on South American votes any responsibility |/ 


in connection with the failure to organize. 
Mr. BURNETT. Here is the ae that I make 
on the Sewth Americans. If t 


it would, in my judgment, have resulted in the 
organization of the House. How? It would have 


e twenty-three | 
South Americans had voted for General Miuuson, || 


1} Mr.t 


placed General Mizxson in a position where he | 
would have commanded a majority of votes. Not | 
only that; it would have become necessary for the 


gentlemen who are called anti-Lecompton Dem- 
ocrats to have decided this contest, and the re- 
sponsibility would have been upon them. I spoke 


pone of aunited southern front. What would 


1ave been the spectacle presented in such a case? 
Here would have been those from the North who 
are acting with us, and here would have been the 
South in all its elements acting in concert against 
an organization to which we are all opposed. 
Then the anti-Lecompton Democrats must have 
taken the responsibility either of putting into that 
chair the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mitison} 
or a gentleman of the Republican party. In their 
hands would have rested the decision of that ques- 
tion. Then there would have been this in addi- 
tion. We have presented to the country the spec- 
tacle of a great national party, sacrificing, for the 
time being, their own peculiar views on political 
questions that are agitating and exciting the coun- 
try, in striking contrast with a party based upon 
purely sectional grounds and asking support ona 
purely sectional platform—a platform aggressive 
and hostile in its character, and calculated to un- 
dermine and destroy the institutians of the slave 
States. ' 
Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. As I voted for 
| the Democratic candidate yesterday, I suppose 
the gentleman will concede to me the right of ask- 
ing him some questions. 

Mr. BURNETT. One at a time. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. Well, I will ask 
one atatime. He says that if the whole south- 
ern Opposition party had voted for General Mi.v- 
son yesterday, it would have resulted in the or- 
ganization of the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. In my opinion. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. Well, it is your 


opinion that lL want. General Mixiusown received | 


ninety-six votes. Those of the South Americans 
who failed to vote for him were eleven. If he 

| had got them all, that would have made one hun- 
dred and seven votes. Please tell me where the 
residue would come from to make up a majority 
of the House? 


Mr. BURNETT. 


If all the South Americans 


had voted for General Miruson, then the votes of 


five anti-Lecompton members would have elected 
General Mitison — {Laughter.]} 
I desire again, this morning, to repeat what I 
said last evening, in regard to the imputation on 
| the Know Nothing party. 
was called to it, | withdrew it. It certainly is not 
my purpose, and never has been, to stigmatize 
| offensively any gentleman on this floor. My col- 


When my attention | 
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| league had been speaking of the fact that he was || 
a member of that party, which had risen on the | 


ruins of both the Whig and Democratic parties; 
and I merely desired to call attention to the fact 
that those who claimed to be the friends of Henry 
Clay, while living, deserted the principles of that 
great statesman. That wasall. When [used the 


language imputed to me, about the ‘* miserable | 
Know Nothing concern,’’? my intention was to | 


characterize the party as insignificant in numbers, 
and as a party which could never, in my judg- 


ment, be elevated inte a great national conserva- | 


tive party. And I willsay now, that I hope I may 


never again use any language which may be per- | 


sonally offensive to any gentleman. 

I have to say upon that point. 
Now, one more word to my colleague, and Iam 

through. 


That is all | 


can party are concerned, he knows where I stand; || 
and so far as the policy of the Democratic party | 


There is 
an impassable gulf between us upon these ques- 
tions; but, upon the election of a Speaker of this 
House in opposition to the Republican party, I 
repeat now—and I wish to be understood as re- 
peating it with emphasis—that I am for electinga 
Speaker to fill that chair, who stands out here in 
bold relief in opposition to the principles, the pol- 
icy, and the views of the Republican party. 

‘Mr. FARNSWORTH resumed the floor. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Will the gentleman from IIli- 
| nois yield the floor to enable me to move that the 
House proceed to vote for Speaker? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will yield the floor 
for that purpose. 

FARRIS, of Maryland. I desire, with 
the permission of the gentleman from Illinois, to 
ask the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] 
a question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have no objection. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Iunderstood the 
gentleman from Kentucky to say that he had a 


| is concerned, I know where he stands. 


So far as the principles of the Ameri- || 





|| peculiar reason for not voting for Mr. Giten, of |! 
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North Carolina, upon the balloton which that gen- 
tleman received thirty-six votes; whith, added to 
the votes thrown by the Democratic party, would 
then have organized the House, by the election of 
Mr. Girmer. | also understood ihe gentleman to 
intimate that the reason why he could not vote for 
Mr. Gitomer, was because he considered Mr. Git- 
MER, although a large slave-owner, in the same 
category with Mr. Blair and other gentlemen, 
whose peculiar political 

Mr.BURNETT. Oh, no; I said nosuch thing, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I simply desire 
the gentleman to relieve my friend (Mr. Gitmer] 
from that imputation. 

Mr. BURNETT. I did not mean to say any- 
thing of that sort. But the gentleman from North 
Carolina gave gentlemen upon this side of the 
House no opportunity to vote for him, if we had 
desired to do it. Why? Because he immedi- 
ately withdrew his name. And I confess, very 
frankly, that when I saw the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srevens] and 
others vote for him, I believed thenand I believe 
now, thatif the Democrats had gone over and voted 
for him, they would have immediately changed 
their votes. But the gentleman from North Car- 
olina immediately withdrew his name. 

Now, I do not mean to place the gentleman 
from North Carolina in the same category with 
Mr. Clay, Mr. Blair, and other gentlemen whose 
names I mentioned, but I do mean to say this— 
and I do not mean to be drawn into a discussion 
in reference to it—that my objections to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina applied to him per- 
sonally—not as a man, but to his political rec- 
ord, which I was not prepared to indorse by voting 
for him. There are other reasons; but f do not 
propose to be drawn into a discussion of the merits 
of any gentleman here for the position of Speaker, 
based on his political record. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to say to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, that I, as a Pennsylva- 
nian, voted for the honorable gentleman from 
North Carolina forSpeaker of this House. I voted 
for that gentleman on his record as a national, 
conservative man, standing on the resolutions of 
1850, and I would not have changed my vote under 
any circumstances. [Applause.] 

Mr. BURNETT.* Can the gentleman speak 
for all who voted with him on that occasion? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I speak for myself alone. 

Mr. HALE. I speak for another of those gen- 
tlemen. I voted for Mr. Giumer on the same 
ground as my colleague, and I would not have 
changed my vote. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I will say to 
the gentleman from Kentucky that whenever the 
Democratic party agree to unite on Mr. Gitmer, 
I will unite with them to place him in the chair. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Now, Mr. Clerk, 
the great anxiety of our Democratic friends for 
an organization of this House by the election of 
a national and conservative man is about to be 
realized, if they are honest in the expression of 
that desire. Iwish to say to the gentleman from 
Kentucky that when that vote of northern gentle- 
men was cast the other day for my friend, Mr. 
Gimer, I had previously assured myself, by con- 
versation with the gentlemen who voted for him, 
that they did it in perfect and entire good faith, 
and I knew that they intended, let the result be 
what it might, to adhere to that position. I am 
relieved, sir, almost from the necessity of saying 
anything about that, because spontaneously, in 
reply to the interrogatory of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, these frank, national, fair northern 
men, who really desire to organize this House, 
get up in their places and say they voted for Mr. 
Gumer honestly then, and will do it again. 

Mr. NIXON. Will the gentleman from Mary- 
land allow me a moment? I desire to say, as one 
of the Representatives from New Jersey, who 
cast their votes for Mr. Gurmer, that I voted for 
him in good faith, and am ready to do it again in 
order to place that gentleman in the chair. _ 

Mr. MILLWARD. As one of the delegation 
from Pennsylvania, who voted for Mr. Gitmer, 
Iet me assure the gentleman from Kentueky and 
the House that I did so in perfect good faith, and 
that I will do so again if the other side will come 
to his support. 

Mr. se ANTON. Mr. Clerk, I wish to state 
that, being anxious for an organization of this 
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House, I voted last week, with great pleasure, for 
Mr. Gitmer, of North Carolina. I recognized in 
him a good protective tariff man. I will cheer- 
fully vote for him again if the gentlemen upon the 
other side will come to his support. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. These gentlemen 
who cast their votes for Mr. Gitmer_ the other 
day come up frankly and state to the House their 
intention and their readiness to do it again. 

Mr. BURNETT. Only nine. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 
will elect; but Lam authorized to say to the Dem- 
ocratic side of the House that, if nine are not 
enough, we can have just as many more as are 
necessary to achieve the result. [Applause.] 

Mr. GARNETT. Iam one of the Democrats 
who voted, and voted with pleasure, for a gentle- 
man whom I believed to be conservative as to the 
Union, and true to the South—I mean my col- 
league, the honorable member from the Harper’s 
Ferry district of Virginia. I will do so again. 
3ut when I am called upon to select from among 
my political opponents a man for whom I will 
vote as true to the South, I shall not be guided by 
the nomination of the Black Republican party, 
headed by Tuappeus Stevens. {Applause from 
the Democratic bench S.] 

Mr. HASKIN. Iwas one of the gentlemen 
from the North who voted for Joun A. GiLmMerR 
the other day. Ranked as I have been with the 
anti-Lecompton Democracy, 1 cast my vote for 
Mr. Giumer because, during the Thirty-Fifth 
Congress, he was persistent in his opposition to 
the Lecompton policy of the Administration, and 
did all in She power to expose its corruptions. 
And I say upon this floor, as an anti-Lecompton 
Democrat, agreeing with him upon his course 
heretofore in Congress, that, if he is presented by 
the conservative party of this House as a candi- 
date for Speaker, I will cheerfully vote for him 
again, Pacledie3 

Mr. BURNETT. Ihave but one thing to say 
in conclusion, and I desired to say it before the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Garnett] rose. It 
is this: that if there were no other reasons that 
would prevent me from giving my support to the 
gentleman from North Carolina, there is enough 
presented to me, as aman representing the sec- 
tion that I do, to prevent me from doing so, in 
the fact that the gentleman is sustained by some 
of the most prominent leaders of the Republican 
party. [Applause from the Democratic benches, 
and laughter from the Republicans. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Now, Mr. Clerk, 
so far as my friend from Virginia is concerned, I 
fully admit that he is at liberty to exercise his 
good pleasure in the selection of the man he would 
vote for. Not only he, but every gentleman has 
that right; but the Democratic side of the Hous« 
have been continually telling us that the southern 
Opposition is bound by a high national duty, and 
not by mere personal gratification or preference. 


Now, I am willing to leave it to the judgment of 


the people outside of the House, whether the 
reason assigned by my friends from Kentucky 
and Virginia for not organizing the House upon 
a national man the next ballot, is a sufficient rea- 
son. 


Well, sir, nine 


I say now, in conclusion, that it is an ascer- | 


tained fact, that with the Democratic vote enough 
votes may be thrown upon the next ballot to or- 
ganize the House in the person of Joun A. Gu- 
mer, of North Carolina; and I now nominate him 
for Speaker of this House. 

Mr. RUST. 


Will the South Americans, or the | 


Americans, agree with the anti-Lecompton Dem- | 


ocrats to furnish a sufficient number of votes im 
addition to the votes of the Democratic party 


proper in the House to elect such a man from the || 


American party as the Democrats shall place in 
nomination? 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 


crats. 

Mr. RUST. 
that the gentleman’s party shall select any man 
on this side of the House for whom they will 
bring votes enough to elect, or that they shall 
ermit us to select a man from their party. I 
rave not consulted a single man of the Demoeratic 
party, and am not authorized to speak for any 
man but myself. Iam willing to vote for any 
man of the Democratic party proper that you 
will select. ( 


I cannot, of |} 
course, answer for the anti-Lecompton Demo- || 


I believe I am perfectly willing 


If the Democrats nominate a mem- | 





| ber of your party, will you vote for him? Or 
will you select a candidate from our party ? 
Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I fully appre- 
| ciate the kindness of my friend from Arkansas. 
| Mr. RUST. Itisa fair proposition. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. There is one 
thing necessary to make it a fair proposition. 
That is, that some of these anti-Lecompton Dem- 
| ocrats should get up and pledge themselves to 
furnish the number of votes necessary to elect. 
And even then it would not be a fairer proposi- 
tion than the one I submit to the House. The 
| one proposition is dependent on the caprice of 
certain gentlemen, who are called anti-Lecompton 
Democrats. The other proposition is a fair, open 
he ompeenye certain of immediate success; and 

now put that proposition practically to the test, 
by nominating Joun A. Gutmer for Speaker of 
this House. 

Mr. RUST. 1 make this objection to the gen- 
tleman’s proposition. I will vote for the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Boreier;] but | cannot 
vote for the gentleman from North Carolina, | Mr. 
Gitmer,| because he was nominated by the Re- 
publican party, with which party | cannot unite. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. No, sir; not 
nominated by them. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH resumed the floor, but 
yielded to 

Mr. TAPPAN, who moved that the House 
vote for Speaker. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved that there be 
a call of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was called; and the following gentle- 
men failed to answer to their names: Messrs. 
Asuiry, Brown, Ciark B. Cocurane, Ferry, 
Hawkins, Jenkins, Lanprum, STaALitworrn, 
WixturaM Stewart, Tayitor, and Van Wyck. 

Mr. Tappan’s motion, that the House proceed 
to another vote for Speaker, was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLSON. Having been put in nomina- 
tion for the place of Speaker of this House under 
circumstances which ! fect to be highly compli- 
mentary to me, but without any agency of my 
own, I do not know that I can, in any proper 
sense, be regarded as a candidate. It may not, 
therefore, be either my duty or my privili ve to 
withdraw my name from the consideration of the 
House, or even to offer any suggestions to the 
gentlemen who have supported the nomination, 
and given so flattering a mark of their confidence 
in me; but, w! ile I tender to them my warm and 
grateful acknowledgements, [trust I may be allowed 
to express the hope that, in their future efforts to 
effect a choice of Speaker, they will consult only 
their own sense of public duty, uninfluenced, in 
any degree, by any supposed obligations of cour- 
tesy to me, resulting from that nomination. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have not partici- 
pated in this discussion or in anything else that 
has transpire d in this House, « xcept to sit and 
give my vote. My object is now not to detain 
the House a moment but to place in nomination 
for Speaker, Joun G. Davis, of Indiana. 

Mr. Crate, of Missouri, subsequently stated 
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that he had nominated Mr. Davis, understanding | 


the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mixusoy] to | 


decline the nomination. Finding that he had mis- 


understood him, he withdrew the nomination of 


Mr. Davis. 
EIGHTEENTH BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 
The House proceeded fo an eighteenth ballot 
for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 


number of votes cast, 223; necessary to a choice, 
112; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 

Th following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, 


Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, 
| Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, 


Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Curtis, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, | 


Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, | 


Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hall, Helmick, Hoard, Humphrey, 
Hutchins, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, 


cord d. 


| MAN] does not vote on the clection of Spr 
\| though he doves 
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Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Long. 
necker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McPherson, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pot 
tle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royee, Sedgwick, Somes 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, ‘Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Elfin B. Washburne, Isract Washburn, 
Wells, Witson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff 
For Mr. Mitlson—Messra. Allen, ‘Thomas L. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocoek, Bon 
ham, Boyce, Branch, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clop 
ton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Bur 
ton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Renben Davis, De 
Jarnette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Florence, Fouke, 


Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Hindman, 
Holman, Houston, Lloward, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, 
Keitt, Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Love, 


Maclay, Elbert 8. Martin, MceClernand, McQueen, MeRae, 
Miles, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Noel, Pendleton, Pev 
ton, Phelps, Pryor, Reagan, Ruthin, Rust, Scott, Sickles, 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Stevenson, James A. 
Stewart, Stout, Thomas, Underwood, Whiteley, Winslow, 
Woodson, and Wright 


For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. An 


| derson, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, Camp 


bell, Covode, H. Winter Davis, Etheridge, Hale, Hardeman, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatton; Hill, Junkin, James 
M. Leach, Mallory, Maynard, McKnight, Millward, Laban 
T. Moore, Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, Nixon, Pennington, 
Quarles, Schwartz, Scranton, William N. LL. Smith, Stokes, 
Stratton, Vance, and Webster. 

For Mr. John G. Davis—Messrs. 
Isaac N. Morris, and Riggs. 

For Mr. Adrain—Messrs. 
Davis, and Reynolds. 

For Mr. Briggs—Mr. Gilmer. 

For Mr. Stevenson—Mr. Charles D. Martin. 

For Mr. Phelps—Mr. Millson. 

For Mr. Mc Queen- Mr. Pugh. 

For Mr. Houston—Mr. James C. Robinson. 

For Mr. Maclay—Mr. Vallandigham., 


Adrain, Montgomery, 


Horace F. Clark, John G. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HARDEMAN said: It is known that I 
have during this organization voted against Mr. 
Gitmer, because he is not my choice tor Speaker 
of this House, but beheving, from assurances 
viven me, that he ean be elected, and wishing 
an organization of this House with a good con- 


stitutional man, | vote now for Joun A. Gu- 
MER. 
The vote was then announced as 


above re- 


Mr. KEITT. I wish to make a few remarks, 
not more than five minutes in length. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Hlinois is 
entitled to the floor when discussion is renewed. 

Mr. KETT'T. Then t hope that the House will 
nrocecd to another vote. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
ballot, but for nothing else. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. With the per- 
mission of the gentleman from Hilinois, who has 
yielded for that purpose, | move that the House 
proceed to another vote for Speaker. 

Mr. KEITT. I will make that motion after 
some five minutes’ remarks. 

The CLERK. The motien is pending that the 
House proces d to a vote. 

Mr. KEITT. I will say what I have to say 
upon that motion. Lt am quite as ready as any 
member upon this floor to hasten the organization 
of this House, and the remarks I shall now sub- 
mit will be submitted in good faith. The gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Crarx,} yesterday, 
said that he would not tell the House how it could 
organize, but he would tell it how it could not 
organize. | have no such negative work to per- 
form. I wish in good faith to state to the House 
how I believe it can be organized, and organized 
speedily. 

There are now two great parties in this House 
—the Republican party, and the Opposition party 
Sir, L am bound by strong ties to no party organ- 
ization. I go mto no caucuses, and | am bound 
by no party decisions, Lact withevery man, with 
every party, upon any measure which I believe 
will promcte the interests of the Republic. Isay, 
therefore, putting in abeyance for the moment all 
minor and subordinate questions, that there are 
two great parties upon this loor—the Republican 
party, and the party opposed to the Republican 


I will give way fora 


| party. The Republican party boldly, defiantly 


threw down its gage for the Speakership, and has 
come within three votes of an election. The Op- 
position to that party has defeated their success. 
Phe Republican party has, I believe, one hundred 
and fourteen votes out of two hundred and thirty- 
five in this House. I should say one hundred and 
fifteen, as the nominee of that party [Mr. Suen 

aker, 


vote upon all other questions. 
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. : | 
There are then one hundred and twenty opponents | 


of that party. Where, then, is the difficulty in the 
organization of this House? It is in the divisions 
among this Opposition party; and now, genile- 
men, cannot they harmonize? I give you credit 
for integrity, manliness, and loyalty to the Con- 
stitution, as l claim cre dit for them for myself. 
Cannot we accept some other occasion and some 
other time to adjust subordinate divisions among 
ourselves? An Eastern king was sunk in revelry 
when th ;of the barbarians were thunder- 
ing at the gates of his capital. Shall we be en- 
gaged in the revelry of little dissensions, when 
this great Republican party is attacking the very 
citadel of the Constitution? Shall we of the South, 
when not only our propcrty, not only our rights, 
but when the very existence of our people are at 
stake—shall you, with the ark of the Constitution 
in your custody, pursue these little divisions and 
embitter them, so that the common enemy shall 
vain a decisive advantage ? 

Are you ready to suppres 
throw aside smaller questions, for the integrity of 
the Constitution? Can we notharmonize? You, 
the American party, are fighting this Republican 
party—and why? Because it is assailing the in- 
tegrity of the Constitution and the vital rights of 
yoursection. You,conservative men ofthe North, 
are opposing it, because it is making an attack on 
the Constitution and the principles of the Republic. 
Are our little dissensions greater than our hostility 
tothe commonenemy? While this battle is being 
waged; while the conflict is pending, are we to 
have little wrangles and jars and quarrels in our 
ownmidst? Igive you, gentlemen, credit for the 
same sincerity that [ claim; and I say that, in my 
judgment, there is no insuperable difficulty in the 
way of our harmony. 

1 would not charge on the Opposition any- 
thing that I do not believe to be borne out by the 
facts of the case We know the feelings of the 
country; and we know what interests are at stake. 
We know that the blood which was shed by a 
portion of one section of the country making war 
upon another section, is not yet dry on the soil 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia. I will admit 
that gentlemen of the Republican party did not 
forecast the consequences; but I believe that there 
is an indissoluble connection between the princi- 
ples of the Republican party and the act of out- 
rage on the soilof Virginia. The priests of Jug- 
gernaut might as well press the sanctity of the 
abhorred rites of their religion, and expect that no 
blind follower would thrust himself before the 
bloody car, as for these men to proclaim this war 
to the knife upon the institutions of the South, 
and expect that there would be no deluded fol- 
lower to attempt to carry it out. 

I say, then, that, in my judgment, there is an 
indissoluble connection between the principles of 
the Republican party, as proclaimed by many of 
its leaders, and their ultimate consummation in 
blood and rapine on the soil of Virginia. Is it 
not then our duty, gentlemen, to unite in a com- 
mon war against that party? And can we not do 
it? What division is there between the one hun- 
dred and twenty men who are opposed to the 
Republicans ? {n truth, there are no differences 
sufficient to drive us asunder, and give the organ- 


legion 


nunor differences, to 


ization of the House to the Black Republicans. | 
Of these one hundred and twenty, ninety are Dem- 


ocrats, twenty-three or twenty-four are South 
Americans, and five are anti-Lecompton Demo- 
crats. Now, I tender this proposition to you in 


good faith: either do you select a candidate from || 
| night. We could go back to our constituents. 


mong our party, or we will select one from yours; 
and by our united votes elect him. Is not that 
fair? We say to you: * there is no unconquerable 


living antagonism between us; let us unite against | 
Take a candidate from our |! 


the common enemy. 
midst, or we will take one from yours.’’ I ten- 
der to you this olive branch on terms of perfect 
equality. Are you ready to accept it? Are you 
ready to move with us under a common flag, and 
unite with us in a common cause? Is there a 
southern man in this body, who would think a 
Republican any nearer to him than one of his own 
section, one of his own blood, one who has acom- 
mon interest with him, orone whocarriesthe same 
flag of the Constitution in his hands? I make 
the proposition, sir,in good faith. [Applause from 
the galleries.} In this I have only repeated the 
proposition first made by my friend from Arkan- 
sas, [Mr. Rusr.} 
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lot for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 222; necessary to a choice, 
112; of which— 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: : 
For Mr. Sherman—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, 


Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Butf- 
finton, Burlingame, Burnham, Burroughs, Butterfield, 


} Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 


Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Haskin, 
Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 


Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, | 


Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPher- 


son, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, || 


Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Pot 
ter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 


Scranton, Sedgwick, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, | 


Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
‘Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Verree, 
Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C.Washburn, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, 
and Woodruff. 


For Mr. Millson—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, || 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bonham, Bo- | 
surnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, | 


cock, Branch, Burch, 
Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Burton 
Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, De Jarnette, Edmund- 
son, English, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, John T. 
Harris, Hindman, Houston, Howard, Hughes, Jackson, 
Jones, Keitt, Lamar, Kunkel, Leake, Logan, Love, Ma- 
clay, Elbert S. Martin, MceClernand, McQueen, McRae, 
Miles, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 


Reagan, Ruffin, Scott, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, | 


Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Thomas, 
Whiteiey, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright. 


Underwood, 


For Mr. Gilmer—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. 


Anderson, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, Briggs, Bristow, H. 
Winter Davis, Etheridge, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, 
Hatton, Hill, James M. Leach, Mallory, Laban T. Moore, 


Nelson, Quarles, William N. H. Smith, Stokes, and Web- | 


ster 

For Mr. Stevenson—Messrs. Boyce, Holman, Charies D. 
Martin, Millson, and Vaflandigham. 

For Mr. John G. Davis—Messrs. Larrabee, Montgomery, 
Isaac N. Morris, James C. Robinson, and Sickles. 

For Mr. Reynolds—Messrs. Adrain, Horace F. Clark, 
John G. Davis, and Riggs. 

For Mr. Houston—Mesars. Dimmick, Florence, and Syd- 
enham Moore. 

For Mr. Thomas L. .Inderson—Messrs. Maynard and 
Vance. 

For Mr. Brizggs—Mr. Gilmer. 

For Mr. Phetps—Mr. Stout. 

For Mr. Bocock—Mr. Reuben Davis. 

For Mr. McQueen—Mr. Pugh. 

For Mr. Adrain—Mr. Reynolds. 


Pending the vote, : 
Mr. RUST announced that he had paired off 
with Mr. Woep. 


PROPOSITION FOR A RECESS. 
Mr. WINSLOW. It is perfectly obvious, Mr. 


Clerk, that we have been making no advance, 
within the last fortnight, towards the end which 
we all desire—the organization ofthis House. We 
are approaching the holidays—a period of the 
year when all persons, eve our slaves, enjoy a 
relaxation from labor. ‘JT think that in the pres- 
ent condition of things, we would all feel the ad- 
vantage of taking a recess for ten days or a fort- 





Men from the North might, perhaps, acquire 
fresh patriotic feelings at these great Union meet- 
ings that are being held in their section, and per- 
haps some of that fiery feeling which 1s prevail- 
ing at the South might be quieted. There are, 
besides, a number of gentlemen on both sides of 
the House who have business that calls them 
home. I therefore hope that a resolution that I 
have here, providing for a recess, will meet the 
favorable consideration of gentlemen on both sides 
of the House. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, Mr. COL- 
FAX, and other members on both sides of the 
House, objected to the introduction of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. WINSLOW. The resolution is a ques- 
tion of privilege, which can be introduced at any 


| time. 


BE. 








December 22, 





i Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. Whether 
The House then proceeded to the nineteenth bal- 


or not, I object to it. 

Mr. COLFAX. If gentlemen object to it on 
the other side of the House, we object to it also 
on this side. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. There is only 


| one question of privilege that can be acted on 


now; and that ig to elect a Speaker. 

lution proposes not to elect one. 
Memsers on all sides. Read the resolution. 
The resolution was read for information, as 


This reso- 


| follows: 


Resolved, That from and after to-day there shall be no 
vote as to the organization of the House until the second 
Monday in January, 1860. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I make the 


| point of order that that resolution is not in order, 


and cannotbe received. Ifitbe received, there are 
a dozen other propositions before the House that 
must come before this. This resolution does not 
look to the organization of the House, but to the 
postponement of that matter. Therefore, the Clerk 
has no right to entertain it; and if he does, there 
are other propositions before the House that must 
be acted om before it. 

Mr. GROW. Mr. Clerk 

Mr. WINSLOW. I supposed I had the floor. 

TheCLERK. Does the gentleman from North 
Carolina yield to the gentlemar from Pennsyl- 
vania? 

Mr. GROW. 
yielded. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Not for the present. 





I thought the gentleman had 


As 


| to the point of order, and whether this is a priv- 


ileged question or not, I suppose that, by all par- 
lamentary law, the will of the majority settles 
that; and, therefore, there being no rules for our 


|| government except the parliamentary law, I wish 


the question first to be put to the House: ‘ Shall 
the resolution be entertained ?’’ 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. As lunder- 
stand it, there is a resolution before the House 
now on which a question of order has been raised ; 
and I take it, there can be no vote upon this reso- 
lution until there has been a vote upon that. 

Mr. WINSLOW. That is the very question 
I wish submitted to the House. 

Mr. GROW. I desire to say a word upon the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

Several Members addressed the Clerk. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Grow] has the floor, with the consent 
of the gentleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. GROW. No, sir; if the gentleman from 
North Carolina is entitled to the floor, I do not 
want it. On this side of the House we have had 
to take the floor, almost all the time, by the cour- 
tesy of the other side. Ifthe gentleman is through 


| I will go on; but I donot want to speak by the 
| courtesy of anybody else. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I yield the floor. 

Mr.GROW. When I have the floor to speak, 
I want it subject to my own control, and not that 
of somebody else. 

Mr. Clerk, under the law of Congress, which 
has been read here a number of times, passed the 
Ist of June, 1789, there are but two motions in 
order; one is a motion to proceed to vote for 
Speaker, and the other is a motionto adjourn. So 
under the parliamentary law, those are the only 
motions that are in order. The only votes that 


| can be taken by the House, in accordance with 
the law of Congress and with the parliamentary 
‘Jaw, is on one or the other of those motions; and 


the practice of the House conforms to that. It 
was so decided by Mr. Cobb, when Speaker of 
this House in the Thirty-First Congress, on the 
occasion of the death of the Clerk. The House 
had not elected a Doorkeeper, and that stood as 
the first business in order. When the House met 
on the fifteenth day of April, 1850, the death of 
the Clerk of the House was announced.. Mr. 
Thomas L. Harris moved that the House proceed 
to the election of a Clerk, to supply the eeey 
occasioned by the death of Thomas J. Campbell. 
Pending the consideration of which, Mr. Albert 
G. Brown submitted a resolution to rescind the 
order heretofore made, on the election of a Door- 
keeper. 

The decision of Speaker Cobb was—I read from 
the Journal of the first session of the Thirty- 
First Congress, page 789: 


“The Speaker decided that said resolution was out of 
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order, on the ground that the House could take no action || tisement here, spread it broadcast over the land; 


upon or transact other business than the election of Clerk 
until such election was made.” 


And then he referred to the law of*Congress | 


that no other business can be done until the Speaker 


has been sworn in, by the oath being administered | 
to him by a member, and then the oath has been | 


administered to the other members of the House 


by the Speaker. The proceedings in full on this | 


point are to be found in the twenty-first volume 


Congressional Globe, first session Thirty-First | 


Congress, part first, page 740: 


‘Mr. Harris, of Illinois, rose and moved thatthe House | 


do now proceed to the election of a Clerk. 


“Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, moved to amend the mov- | 
tion, by adding after the word ‘Clerk,’’ the words ‘and | 


Doorkeeper.’ wn) 3 ; 
“The Speaker. Inthe opinion of the Chair the amend 
ment is not in order. : 
‘¢Mr. Brown, of Mississippi. 
tion: : 
*¢ Resolved, That the order heretofore passed by the House 


Then I offer this resolu- | 


postponing the election of Doorkeeper be, and the same is | 
hereby, rescinded; and that the House of Representatives 
proceed at once to the election of Clerk and Doorkeeper 


tor the Thirty-First Congress. 
“The SPEAKER said: 


resolution, no a in order until a Clerk shall have 
been elected ; and the House can take action upon no sub- 


In the opinion of the Chair, no 


ject whatever until the election of a Clerk; that being ne- | 


cessary to the organization of the House.” 
On an appeal by Mr. Brown from the decision 


and if it be as incendiary as you say, and its cir- 
culation is dangerous to your peace and the repose 
of this Union, you are responsible for it. We 
have given it no advertisement that sent it forth 


| to be read by the people. 


of the Chair, which was sustained by the House | 


without a division, the Speaker stated his decision 
in the following language: 

** The Cuatr has ruled that the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] is out of order, upon 
the ground that the House is not organized until a Clerk 


shall have been elected, and that no business is in order until | 
the House shall have been organized by the eleciion of a | 


Clerk.”’ 

But, sir, aside from the question of order, we 
have been here now almost three weeks, and upon 
the first day of the session, before any serious 
effort was made to organize this House, the dis- 
cussion of the slavery question was thrust upon 
it—even before a vote was taken for Speaker, save 
an informal one. ‘True, we had one vote, but it 
was like an informal ballot, merely to ascertain 


the individual preferences of members for candi- || 


dates. Before any serious effort, therefore, was 
made to organize the House, this discussion of 


the whole slavery question was forced upon us | 
by the gentlemen who cry—*‘ No agitation of sla- | 


very!’’ They have continued the discussion from 


that day to this, while gentlemen upon this side 
of the House have sat with closed lips, under the 
grossest perversions of their doctrines ever at- 
tempted by men who claim to be fair-minded. 
We ask that the House should first proceed 
with its proper business. There are now about 
five million dollars due to honest creditors of the 
Government, tomen who have performed service 
under written contracts, and to whom the faith 


of the Government was pledged. And now, when | 


they have performed that service, and waited al- 
most or quite six months for their pay, you pro- 
pose to go to your homes, or on pleasure trips, 


and leave these men to be bankrupt because the | 


Government will not keep its faith with them! 


We ask that the plighiot faith of the Government | 


shall be observed to all men, but, above all, to its 
just creditors who have performed service under 
written contracts withit. And yet,gentlemen, we 
have sat here for almost three weeks and listened 
(with the exception of three or four speeches) to the 
editorials of the New York Herald, for the last 
month or two, rehashed and given to us in the 


furnished brains for this whole discussion, which | 


has lacked, I am sorry to say, the terseness of | 
style that usually characterizes the columns of | 


that paper. The editorials of the Herald are usu- 


ally spicy, and we read them with a good deal of | 


interest, but the manner in which they have been 
used in this discussion has stripped them of their 
usual terseness of style. 

_ Our time thus far has been consumed in adver- 
tising Helper’s book. If gentlemen are satisfied 
with advertising and scattering broadcast through 
the land this pamphlet, which they say is so de- 
structive to their peace and tranquillity—if they 
are satisfied to give to it a circulation of thou- 
sands where it would not before have had one, then 


| it deserves. 


Several Mempers onthe Democratic side. But 
you indorsed it. 

Mr. GROW. Gentlemen, when the proper 
time comes for the discussion of our principles 
and positions, we shall be ready, as we have ever 
been heretofore, to discuss and defend them; but 
we have a right to ask, when our sentiments are 
in the Congressional Globe, deposited with the 


archives of the country, and the sentiments of all || 


our associates, put there from year to year for the 
last five years, that you shall not attempt to rep- 
res¢nt our principles and positions by reading in 
this Hall the perversions and libels of the Demo- 
cratic press of the country as to our principles 
and positions. We ask that we shall be judged 
by our own sentiments, expressed by ourselves 
over and over again on this floor, and by our plat- 
forms of principles adopted in our conventions, 
and not by the perversions and misrepresentations 
of our opponents. 

I ask what fairness would there be in us if we 
turned round and undertook to read to you from 
the Republican press of the North what your sen- 


timents and your doctrines are, when your own |) 


sentimentsare in the Congressional Globe, spoken 


by yourselves, and eee has spoken for you || 
| in its resolutions forme 


by your consent? 

Mr. Clerk, when a man charges me with being 
an accomplice in murder, treason, arson, or any 
other heinous crime, I have no answer to make 
to it. I would treat it with that silent contempt 
My own political sentiments I am 
ready to proclaim at all befitting times and in all 
places and on all occasions; but my friends in 
this case have seen fit, and, I think wisely, to 
ask that this House should make a serious effort 
to organize, by devoting their whole time to that 
business; that is to vote for Speaker, or on prop- 
ositions for electing one. Let that be our busi- 
ness until accomplished, and leave these ques- 
tions of political doctrines to be discussed after 


the House has been organized, and the creditors | 


of this Government, that to-day stand on the 


threshold of bankruptcy, are paid, instead of | 


| Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


occupying the whole time in discussing what a 
pamphlet of one hundred and twee pages con- 


| tains, and whether it is destructive of the peace of 


| the Union. 


Is the peace of this Union to be dis- 
turbed, and its bonds severed by a printed pam- 
. 5 v1. ° 
phiet of one hundred and twelve pages? This 
Union is not so strong as I supposed it was if 


| any pamphiet of one hundred and twelve pages of 


printed matter, I care not what it is, can disturb 
its tranquillity and endanger its stability. 
Now, I ask, and the friends with whom I co- 


| operate ask, that the business for which we came 


here shall be discharged in accordance with the 
law of Congress and the parliamentary law; un- 
der the obligations we owe, not only to the whole 
country, but to that meritorious class of men 
whom the faith of your Government is pledged to 


| protect and save from bankruptcy, after having 
performed their part of your contract. I, sir, have 


noauthority for making the declaration, but I have 
heard it intimated—and I should not blame the 


| men if they did it—thet when the first day of 


| January comes, and th 


form of speeches. [Applause.] The Herald has || 


rovernment is not ready 
to comply with the contracts made with them for 
the transportation of the mails, and if it is not 


ready to pay the four or five million dollars you | 


owe them, they will abandon your mail service. 
If you choose, then, to let the mail service of the 


| country stop, rather than go on under the law of 


| Congress and organize the House, by receiving 


and acting on pees for that purpose, and 
nothing else, then take the responsibility. 

share none of it. We have taken no part in this 
discussion which delays the organization. We 
consent to no adjournment over the holidays for 
the convenience or amusement of members, while 


| this class of meritorious creditors of the Govern- 
| ment are left unprovided for. 


they have performed a work that the publishing || 
committee of New York should thank them for; | 


lation for it and could not do it; but while they 
feiled, you have succeeded, and by your adver- 


| 


Mr. WHITELEY. I should like to know 
upon whose motion the Post Office bill was de- 


: | feated last session? 
for they tried more than a year to get up a cireu- || 
H 


Mr. GROW. When that 


uestion comes up 





| Mr. WINSLOW. 
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now, that, so far as I am concerned, as a Repre- 
sentative; so long as I hold a place on this floor 
I would no sooner consent that a coérdinate de- 





| partment of the Government shall invade the pre- 


| rogatives of this House, than | would permit a 
| private citizen to violate any of the guarantees 
and compacts of the Union. [Applause in the 
galleries, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor 
I wish to say a single word 


|| in reply to the gentleman. 


We) 


| 


properly for discussion, I shall be ready to an- | 
swer the gentleman fully; and have only to say || waited until the resolution was read, and then he 


| The CLERK. 


1} 
| 


| F 
| reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
| 4 rs 


|| pose of taking a ballot. 
| the floor after the House has balloted, the Clerk 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I supposed the 
gentleman from North Carolina had finished his 
| remarks, and yielded the floor before the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvaniacommenced. Now, sir, I 
| desire to occupy the floor for a minute. 
| Mr. WINSLOW. Let me say one word in 
| reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. s 

the floor myself. 
| floor? . 


lL desire to occupy 
Mr. Clerk, am lL entitled to the 


The gentleman from Virginia 

| is entitled to the floor. 

| Mr. WINSLOW. All I have to say is, that 

| gentlemen will not complain of my taking up the 
time of the House by speaking. I think that if 
any gentleman is entitled to the floor by courtesy 
it is one who seldom trespasses upon the patience 
of the House. 1 only wish to make a single ob- 

| servation as a matter of explanation, 

| TheCLERK. Does the gentleman from Vir- 

| ginia yield the floor to the gentleman from North 

Carolina? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, 

| oceupy the floor myself, 

| Mr. WINS! OW. I wish only to say one 

| word in vindication of my party. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
wishes the floor for a personal explanation, | 
will yield to him; if for any other purpose, I 

| prefer to proceed with what | have to say. 

| Mr. WINSLOW. I never hada persons! diffi- 

| culty with any gentleman on this floor since I 

| have beer a member of the House, and I never 

| explain anything J see in the newspapers about 

| myself. But I desire to make a single remark in 


No, 


sir; L wish to 


SMITH, of Virginia. If 1 can get the at- 
tention of the House, I will occupy it but a short 
time. 


I understand that 
my colleague [Mr. Farnsworrtnu] is enutled to 


| the floor, and if he does not desire to go on this 


| evening, I desire to occupy the floor for a short 
time. 

TheCLERK. The gentleman will permit the 
| Clerk to make a single remark. The gentleman 
| from Illinois upon the left [Mr. Farnsworrn] 
| was entitled to the floor, and yielded for the pur- 
If that gentleman claims 


| is of the opinion that he is entitled to it. When 
| the gentleman from North Carolina rose and 
| asked leave to introduce his resolution, the gen- 
| tleman from Illinois did not seem to claim the 
| floor, and this interlocutory discussion grew up 
| under the attempt to introduce that resolution, 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentieman allow 
| me to ask a question ? 
| Mr.FARNSWORTH. [understand that when 
the gentleman from North Carolina {[Mr. Wins- 
| Low] asked leave to introduce a resolution, it was 


|| but an appeal to the courtesy of the House to 


| hear his resolution. I did not intend to yield the 
| floor. My colleague [Mr. Morais] informs me 
| that if I do not wish to speak to-night, he does, 


‘| Iam very willing, therefore, to yield the floor to 


| him for that purpose. 
| Mr. RUFFIN. Lobjectto it. Gentlemen have 
| no right to farm out the floor in that way. 
|. The CLERK. If the gentleman from Illinois 
| has yielded the floor, the gentleman from Virginia 
| (Mr. ral is upon it. 
| Mr. TAPPAN. The gentleman from Illinois 
has yielded the floor for a ballot, and I therefore 
move that the House proceed to another ballot. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman from 
Illinois yielded the floor to the gentleman from 
| North Carolina, to submit a resolution to the 
| House. That resolution has been read, and—— 
| Mr. TAPPAN. He yields the floor for a bal- 
| lot, and I insist upon my motion. 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman from Illinois 
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jection—not the slightest. 
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waited until aff elaborate speech was made upon 
it by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Grow ;} and having allowed that, he e¢ rtainly will 
not preventareply. By his own consent he has 
permitted a speech upon one side, and justice 
requires that he should allow a reply. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 cece to under- 
stand exactiv how this matter stands; and I think 
if the House will permit me to make a statement, 


there will be no misunderstanding of the position 


which j oeceuny. 

Mr. KILGORE. 
has the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Tt am upon the floor 
to a question of order. 

The CLERK. 


moment, 


The gentleman from Illinois 


The gentleman will suspend a 
It is impossible for the Clerk or the 
Liouse to hear any suggestion while there is so 
much confusion m the Hall, and the Clerk will 
entertain no proposition from any gentleman, 
until the House comes 

Order being restored, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said: I will now pro- 
ceed to state the position of the gentleman from 
Illinots. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. DoT understand the 
gr ntleman to rise to a point ot order? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virgmia. Certainly. The 
gentieman from Iilinois gave way to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, with a view of allow- 
ing him to submit his resolution. He followed 
it up with some remarks. Upon that, for the 
first time, | may almost say, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, over the way, rose and addressed 
some remarks to the Clerk and the House. He 
indulged in quite an elaborate speech; he adverted 
to matters and things unexpected to be addressed 
to us upon this question. The gentleman from 
{linois permitted that speech, and J putitto him, 
will he refuse to hear a reply, even if he has the 
right to prevent it? ‘The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania indulged in a course of remark which 
demands from this side of the House an answer, 
and will the gentleman from Illinois, if he have 
the power, sit there and permit gentlemen upon 
that side of the House to indulge in that vein of 
remark, and refuse a reply to it upon this floor? 
Soe much for that view of the subject. 

But { maintain that the gentleman from Illinois 
had surrendered the floor, and has lost his right 
to it, and the question is now whether I, who 
stand recornized by the Clerk, am entitled to the 
floor and shall be permitted to proceed. I sup- 
pose upon that question, it is in order to submit 
what remarks I desire to submit upon the point 
of order. 

Mr. KILGORE. Will the gentleman allow us 
to take another vote for Speaker? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. §Lunderstand the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to ask meif I wili retain the 
floor, and prevent a reply to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. Gentlemen upon the other side 
have been talking for nearly three weeks, and if 
it is so very necessary that twenty or thirty of 
them should reply to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, I have not the slightest ob- 
I did not, however, 
intend to abandon my right to the floor, by any 
means. I understood the gentleman from North 
Carolina to appeal to the courtesy of the House 
to hear his resolution. The House did hear it, 
and, at the first opportunity, I claimed my right 
to the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, I will pro- 
ceed, upon the question of order, with what I have 
to say, and the gentleman will be entitled to the 
floor upon the main question to-morrow morning. 

The CLERK. Does the Clerk understand the 
gentleman from Illinois to yield the floor to the 
gentieman from Virginia ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Not at all. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Lam upon the floor 
upon the point of order presented to the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suppose if the gen- 
tleman wants to make a point of order he has a 
right to make it, but what right has he to go any 
further than simply to make it? 

TheCLERK. TheClerk understands that, by 
the parliamentary law, a question of order may be 
discussed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Can there be 
more than one point of order before the House at 
the same time? There is already one question of 


to ord: iP. 


order pending. I 


The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the ques- | 


tion whether there can be or not, is debatable. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will proceed, as I 
suppose I have the right. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. It is evident 
that the House is not in a mood to proceed with 
this discussion thisevening. The gentleman from 
Virginia will have an opportunity, to-morrow, to 


answer my collearue, who gave our reasons for | 


objecting to the resolution of the gentleman from 
North Carolina. Under these circumstances, if 


the gentleman from Illinois will give way, I will | 


make a compromise motion—a motion to ad- 
yourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will, with the un- 
derstanding that I have the floor in the morning. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I propose, in order 
to settle this question—— 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
tled. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE—That the gentle- 
man from Virginia have the floor this evening, and 
that the gentleman from Illinois shall have the 
ri¢ht to it in the morning. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
fo on. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
the House do now adjourn. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 


It is already set- 


I have the right to 


I move that 


vania will recollect that the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia is upon the floor, upon a point of order, and | 


that no gentleman can take the floor from him, 
without his consent, while he so occupies it. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I insist that the Clerk 
shall confine the gentleman to the discussion of 
the point of order. 

M 


r. FARNSWORTH. Trecollect that I made | 


a point of order a few days ago, and claimed the | 


right to discuss it, when one of my colleagues 
{Mr. Logan] was upon the floor, and the Clerk 
decided that I had no right to discuss the point of 
order; that I could only state it. I admit that the 
gentleman may rise and interrupt me upon a point 
of order; that he may state it, but not discuss it. 


If the Clerk decides that he may discuss it, I take | 


an appeal from that decision of the Clerk. 

The CLERK. The gentleman will pardon the 
Clerk. The Clerk has no recollection of making 
any such decision. The Clerk recollects that he 


stated that it was the right of the gentleman from | 


Illinois, if he claimed it, to state his point of order. 
The point has‘hrisen several times during the con- 
test; and he has no recollection of deciding, on 
any occasion, that a point of order could not be 
discussed. His decision in the case referred to 
by the gentleman was, that he had obtained the 
floor and had the right to state his point of order, 
notwithstanding objection was made. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. The Clerk decided that | 


I had the right to interrupt my colleague for the 


purpose of stating my point of order; and I think | 
the Clerk will find, upon reference to the Globe, | 
that, when [ claimed the right to discuss that | 


point of order, he decided that I had no right to 
take the floor from my colleague for that purpose. 
The distinction is between stating the point of 


order and taking the floor from a gentleman al- | 


ready on it, for the purpose of discussing the | 


point of order. 

Mr. REAGAN. The proposition which the 
gentleman makes involves no contradiction what- 
ever, if he will only recqgnize the aspect which 
the question has assumed. 
to, the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr. Logan] was 
on the floor, and was interrupted by his eolleague, 
to state the point of order. If the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Farnswortn] had been on the floor, 
and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smrrn] 
had interrupted him to state a point of order, the 


proposition that he makes would have been the | 
| Same as on the former occasion. 


3ut he had re- 
signed the floor to allow a resolution to be offered; 
a discussion had sprung up on that resolution, 
and the floor was assigned to the gentleman from 
Virginia. And now, the gentleman from Illinois 
put himself in the position of occupying the floor, 
while, in truth, he does not occupy It. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman 
from Illinois whether he wishes to address the 
House now? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
first. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If he does, I ask 
him to permit me to submit a few remarks. 


I want to have a vote 


In the case referred | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


December 22, 





Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not hold the 
floor by the courtesy of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, or by his permission atall. Ihave a right 
to go on now and make my speech, or to give 
way to a motion to adjourn. ust as I choose. 

« ‘ nr - <P: et 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. But, as I under- 
stand the Clerk to state that 1 am entitled to the 
floor, the gentleman cannot make his speech unless 
by my courtesy; and | am very willing to exer- 
cise that courtesy, so as to let the gentleman speak 
now if he desires to do so. . 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have the decision of 
the Clerk, made the other day in the case to which 
l have alluded. I will read it: 

“Mr. Parnswortu. I make this question of order—— 

“Mr. Logan. The gentleman has made his point of 
order, and I insist that lam entitled to the floor, even if the 
point of order is entertained, to discuss it. 

“* Mr. Farnsworru. I have the floor, and I make that 
question of order, and if it is debatable I propose to debate 
it. 

“Mr. Locan. I want to know how my colleague can 


| take the floor from me to make a question of order ? 


“Mr. Farnswortu. Any gentleman has aright tomake 
a question of order, and I suppose I can discuss it. 

**The CLterk. The Clerk will got decide that the gen- 
tieman from Illinois has the right to take the floor from his 
colleague. 

“Mr. Faxxsworts. I do not propose to take the floor 
from my colleague, but | propose to state the grounds of my 


question of order. 


“The CLerk. The Clerk thinks the gentleman has the 


| right to state his reasons for raising the question of order.”’ 


Mr. REAGAN. The reason of that was 

The CLERK. Will the gentleman from Texas 
permit the Clerk to explain? In the case referred 
to, the gentleman’s colleague was on the floor. 
The gentleman raised the point of order. The 
Clerk decided that he had a right to state the point 
of order, but that he could not take the floor from 
his colleague for the purpose of discussing the 
point of order. The Clerk thinks that that de- 
cision was right. During the discussion that grew 
up here to-day, on the attempt to introduce the res- 





| olution, the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Smirn] 


obtained the floor, and was recognized by the 
Clerk. Up to that point of time, the gentleman 
from Hlinois [Mr. Farnswortn] had not claimed 
his right to the floor, which he had yielded for 
the purpose of going toa ballot. The Clerk, pre- 
suming that he was not inclined to press his right 
at that time, recognized the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia on the question that had been raised on the 
introduction of the resolution. It was then that 
his attention was called to the fact that the gen- 
tleman from Illinois was entitled to the floor. In 
the mind of the Clerk, the aspect of this question 


| is very different from that of the question the other 


day. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. How doI understand 
the Clerk to decide this question ? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Virginia, 
having obtained the floor on the point of order 
raised on the attempt to introduce the resolution, 


is entitled to the floor on that point of order. If 


the gentleman from Illinois claims the floor, on 
the understanding which was had at the time, that 
he yielded it to go to a ballot, the Clerk feels that 
he baie a right to claim the floor for the purpose 
of discussion. But if the gentleman claims the 
floor for any other purpose, this interlocutory 


| discussion having grown up under the attempt 
| to introduce the resolution, the Clerk thinks 
| that the gentleman from Virginia is entitled to the 


floor. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I do claim my right 


| to the floor for the a of discussion. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I ask the gen- 


' tleman from Illinois to yield now to a motion to 


adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If I do not lose my 
right to the floor to-morrow, I will yield. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Then I move 


|| that the House do now adjourn, 


Mr. WHITELEY. 


I call for the yeas and 


| nays. 
Mr. SIMMS asked for tellers on the yeas and 


nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hickman 


_and Cox were appointed, 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


| ayes twenty-eight; not one fifth of the members 


present. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to; and thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 23, 1859. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. P.D. Guriey,D.D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of the 
settlers on the Fort Atkinson military reservation, 
and old Indian agency, in Winneshiek county, 
Iowa, praying the right of preémption; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KENNEDY presented the memoriai of 
Richard Wallach, George W. Riggs,and others, 
praying to be allowed to construct passenger rail- 
ways along the principal streets and avenues of 
the cities of Washington and Georgetown; which 
was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

He also presented the memorial of John Pickell, 
late a lieutenant in the Army, praying that his 
present pension may date back from the time when 
he was compelled to resign his commsision, in 
consequence of injuries received at the battle of 
Fort Drane, during the Seminole war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
John W. Wickizer, praying additional compen- 
sation for taking the census in the counties of 
Monterey and Santa Cruz, in the State of Cali- 
fornia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. IVERSON presented resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Savannah, Georgia, in 
favor of the renewal of the mail service between 
Charleston and Savannah, and Key West and 
Havana, by the steamer Isabel; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. ‘ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, presented addi- 
tional papers in support of the claim of George 
W. Farmer to pay for services in marking out 
and opening a road from Reynoldsburg, Tennes- 
see, to the Chickasaw Old Town, in the year 1816; 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. || 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
memorial of John Scott, of Florida, praying to 
be released from certain judgments obtained by 
the United States against him and his suretics, 
for failing to carry the mail, according to contract, 
upon mail route No. 3503, from New Orleans to 
Key West, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill (S. No. 22) for the’ relief of John Scott, Hill 
W. House, and Samuel O. House. The bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading; and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Ie also, from the same committee, to whom || 
was referred the memorial of Arnold Harris and || 
Samuel F. Butterworth, sureties of William G. || 
Kendall, late postmaster at New Orleans, praying 
to be released from the payment of a judgment 
against them, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill (S. No. 23) for the relief of Arnold Harris 
and Samuel F. Butterwérth. The bill was read, || 
and passed to a second reading; and the report 
was ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mt. FOSTER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Rebecca A. Correll, widow 
of Isaac Correll, deceased, late a private in company D, 
eleventh regiment, United States infantry, praying for a pen- 
sion, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, it was | 


Ordered, That the petition of Alexander Miller, one of | 
the heirs of Alexander Miller, deceased, praying remuner- 
ation for property destroyed during the last war with Great 
Britain, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, it was | 


Ordered, That the petition of John Bronson, praying 
payment for goods lost and destreyed by the enemy on the 
Niagara frontier during the last war, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and Militia. 


On motion of Mr. PUGH, it was 
_ Ordered, That the petition of William Sawyer and other 
citizens of Auglaize county, Ohio, in relation to the con- 
firmation of their titles to certain lands in that county, on 


the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PUGH, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Abby S. Chaplin, widow of || 
Josiah Snelling, late an officer in the Army of the United | 


TH 


} Revolution, praying for a pension, on the 
| ate, be referred to the Committee 


| States, praying for a pension, on the files of the Senate, be 


referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion of Mr. CHESNUT, it was 


Ordered, That the report of the Court of Claims, in favor 
of the claim of Charner T. Scaife, of South Caroiina, ad 
ministrator of Gilbert Stalker, deceased, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Tench Tilghman, praying 
remuneration for losses sustained by him in consequence 
of his appointment to a consulate, which was abolished by 
the Spanish Government while he was on his way to take 
charge of the same, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Cranstoun Laurie, a clerk 
in the Post Office Department, praying compensation for 
extra services, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 


Comunittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Samuel R. Franklin, a 
lieutenant in the Navy, praying to be allowed the difference 
between his pay and that of purser, during the time ke per 
formed the duties of purser on board the United States ship 
Falmouth, presented December 15, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of William D. Mosely, pray- 
ing to be released from a contract to furnish live-oak for a 
sloop-of-yar, which he assumed as surety, but is unable to 
complete, on the files of the Senate, be reterred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of D. G. Farragut, a captain 
in the Navy, praying to be allowed an amount paid by him 
to two masters’ mates enlisted by him, under the authority 
of the Navy Departinent, which was rejected on the settle 
ment of his accounts, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Ann Scott, widow or 


| William B. Scott, deceased, asking that authority may be 


given to the accounting officers of the Treasury to allow 
her acommission upon the disbursements of her husband as 
pension agent, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Chaires, executor 
of B. Chaires, deceased, and Gad Humphreys and Pedro 


| Miranda, praying the passage of a law directing the survey 


of their confirmed title to a tract of land agreeably to the 
boundaries in the original grant to Joseph Arredondo, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 


| Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Frederick Vin- 
cent, administrator of James Le Caze, of the firm of Le 
Caze & Mallet, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of John R. Nourse, 
praying that execution on a judgment against him as se 
curity in the bond of the late Purser William P. Zantzinger 
may be stayed, on the files of the Senate, be referred tothe 
Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Richard W. Clarke, pray- 
ing additional compensation for extra services while a mes 
senger in the Pension Office, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Comnnittee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Mary Evarts, only surviv- 
ing child of Gideon Brownson, a soldier in the war of the 
files ef the Sen 
on Pensions. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WADE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 19) 
lecalizine certain entries of lands on Leavenworth 
Island, in the State of Missouri!; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 20) piacing 


the heirs of volunteers who served against Great 


Britain on an equal footing with the heirs of those 


| who served in Mexico; which was read twice by 


its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs and Militia. 


Mr. PUGH asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 21) in 
relation to the Louisville and Portland canal; 


| which was read twice by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and Feet leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 24) to provide temporary government and to 
create the office of surveyor general in the Ter- 
ritory of Arizuma; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 


ee 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ’ 223 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 25) direct- 
ing the manner in which the testimony of certain 
judicial officers may be taken for use in the several 
courts of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

POST ROUTES. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
arreed to: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab 


lishing post routes from Yreka, Shasta, and Murphy, in the 
State of California, to Genoa, in the Territory of Utah. 


SOLDIERS BOUNTY LAND. 

Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
arreed to: 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Pensions be instrneted 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the benefits up 
to the present time, of the act approved March 3, 1855, 
“granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
have been engaged in the military service of the United 
States.” 

SENATE LIBRARY. 

Mr. MALLORY. I submit the following res- 
olution, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be in 


structed to inquire into the expediency of having a suitable 
room fitted up for a Senate Library. 


Mr. MASON. Let % lie on the table. 

The resolution accordingly hes on the 
under the rules. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Several messages from the President of the Uni- 
ted States were received, by the hands of James 
Bucuanan, jr., his Secretary; and om motion of 
Mr. GREEN the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After some time 
spent therein the doors were reopened, and the 

Senate adjourned. 


table 


Frivay, December 23, 1859. 

| The House met at twelve o’clock, m, 

by Rev. B. H. Napa. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The CLERK stated the question to be as to 
whether the House would entertain Mr. Wins- 
Low’s peaeeeien submitted yesterday, for a re- 
cess, on which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
IarRNswortu} was entitled to the floor. 

THE SPEAKERSHIP. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Clerk, as I an- 


nounced yesterday morning, and as I have stated 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
} 


Prayer 


\| repeatedly, I will very ch erfully give way, if it 


be the disposition of the House, to proceed to a 
| ballot for Speaker. But I wish to say in this 
connection that in giving way to sucha motion, 


|| if it be the disposition of any gentleman to make 


it, lam not to be understood as giving way for 
other gentlemen to occupy the floor. 

Mr. NOELL. [object to any gentleman held- 
ing the floor this way from day t» day. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I want the gentleman 
to go on and make his speech, because the rest 
of us desire to be heard. IT object to him farming 
out the floor for days and days. Let the gentle- 
man either make his speech now, or yield the 
floor entirely. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from [linois 
states that he will not yicld the floor, except for 
the purpose of a ballot. 

Mr. NOELL. I object to any ballot being 
had now, except the gentleman yield the floor 
entirely. 

| Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the floor being 
yielded for that purpose, or for any other. I have 
a right, under parliamentary law, to make that 
objection. I object to the floor being thus farmed 
out. 

Mr. DUNN. With the consent of the gentle- 
man from Illinois, I move to proceed to a ballot. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the gentleman 

| yielding the floor for any purpose whatever, ex- 
i cept he yield it altogether. 

Ihe CLERK. The question will be, shall the 
gentleman from Illinois be permitted to yield the 
floor? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not suppose that the 
| Clerk should put a question of that sort. If the 
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gentleman from Illinois be entitled to the floor, let | 
him keep it or give it up. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suppose that, unless | 
some other gentleman indicates his desire to speak 
this morning, I may yield for a motion to proceed 
to a ballot. But, if gentlemen on my left desire 
to speak this morning, I will not yield. Idonot 

Yropose to farm out the floor. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I insist that the gen- | 
tleman will go on and make his speech now. If 
he yield the floor at all, itis an abandonment of 
the floor, and other gentlemen who may wish to 
get it have the right to insist on his keeping the 
floor, or giving it up entirely. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that, by 
the parliamentary law, the gentleman, if he yield 
the floor, will only be entitled to it again as a mat- 
ter of courtesy. It has been usual, however, 
when gentlemen yield the floor for any purpose 
whatever, with an understanding that they shall 
resume it, that they are permitted to resume it 
when the discussion is resumed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is true, when that un- | 
derstanding is had; but here there are gentlemen 
who object to that understanding being had. The 
gentleman, therefore, is bound either to go on or 
to abandon the floor altogether. 

Mr. NOELL. My objection is to the eentle- j 
man occupying the floor for three or four days. | 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I acicenanaies 1| 
Clerk to have propounded the question, whether 
the gentleman from Illinois shall be permitted to 
yield the floor. If that question be propounded, 
1s it not debatable? and may not this side of the 
House proceed to discuss that and other ques- 
tions? 

The CLERK. The Clerk is not aware of any 
rule that prevents debate upon it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH resumed the floor. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ilinois. I would appeal to | 
my colleague to give way to me to make a per- | 
sonal explanation; but imasmuch as gentlemen 
upon this side of the House seem to be united in 
the opinion that my colleague should proceed, | | 
will defer what I have to say until another occa- | 
sion. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. As it is very evident | 
that if I yield the floor for the purpose of taking | 
e ballot, a ballot will not be taken, [ will proceed | 
to submit the remarks to the House which I ro- 
pose. I made the proposition which I did in 
good faith. Ido not wish to be regarded as stand- 
ing in the way of the organization of this House, | 
or of placing any impediment whatever in its 
way. We, upon this side of the House, have 
been sitting here for three weeks, desirous and 
anxious to vote for Speaker at any and all hours || 
that we have been in session. Iam aware that | 
there is a very strong disposition on the part of | 
many of my Republican friends here not to de- | 
bate these questions at the present time, but to 
wait for the organization of the House. I wish 
to say, in this connection, that I do not wish the 
Republican party to be held responsible, any 
more than members of it desire to be, for any- 
thing that I may say here. I acquit all geatle- 
men upon this side of the House of any sy:mpa- 
thy with, or participation in, the sentiments that 
I may utter, if they so desire. I speak as an in- 
dividual, claiming my individuality as a member 
of the House of Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States; and representing, as I do, 
more people, probably, than any member upon 
this floor, Coming, as I do, from a district which | 
stretches away from the great lakes to the Mis- 
sissippi river, embracing within it the wonder and | 
pride of the Northwest, the city of Chicago, I || 
claim the right to speak in behalf of those whom 
1 represent in the State of Illinois. I am not 
speaking fur Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ohio, 
or any other State, but I am speaking for the | 
second congressional district of Hlinois. 1] 

We came here, Mr. Clerk, at the time appointed 
by the Constitution for the organization of this 
House, that we might discharge the business of 
the country. A great many questions of interest 
to the whole country, and especially to the people | 
of the Northwest, are likely to be brought before | 
this Congress, if this House shall ever become 
organized. Instead of proceeding diligentty to | 
the organization of the House, and to the discus- 


sion of these questions, we are met here with || eee ee ealth i ability, and they are constantly issu- 


what? Weare met with resolutions and speeches | 
in regard to pamphlets and books, and iff regard | 
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to something which a distinguished Senator from 
New York has atsome time uttered. These things 
are thrust In our faces, and we are threatened with 
the terrors of a dissolution of this great Confed- 
eracy on their account. Yea, even more than | 
that, sir. We are threatened by a leading organ 
of the Democracy in this city of Washington that 
if we clect a Republican Speaker of this House, 
the Union shall be dissolved instanter. 


Now, Mr. Clerk, I do not propose to vo | 


much time upon these questions which have 
been thrust before the House by the Democratic 
party. I will onlyallude tothem. In regard to 
what has been said about Mr. Sewarp, and the 
irrepressible conflict, | wish simply to refer the 
House to the origin of this doctrine of an irre- 
pressible conflict. I will not, however, say the 
‘‘origin;’’ but | wish to refer the House toan earlier 
proclaimer of this doctrine, who uttered the sam« 
sentiments long before Mr. Sewarp did. I refer 
the House to a paper known as the Richmond 
Enquirer, and I believe it isa good orthodox paper 
with my friends on the other side of the House. 


| read trom an editorial article in that paper, of | 


June 12, 1857: 
**It isan undeniable fact that, politically considered, the 


States of this Union are divided into two antagonistic sec- | 


tions.”’ * * * ** Between the North and South 


there is an intensity of animosity which has few parallels, 
even among separate and distinct nations in time of peace.”’ 


And again, sir, in the same paper, of January 
1856, I find the following: 


‘Often have we asked the North, ‘Has not the experi- 
ment of free society failed? Are not the evils of free soci- 
ety intolerable, and do not most thinking men among you 
propose to subvertand reconstruct it?’ But still noanswer. 
‘This gloomy silence is conclusive evidence, that free soci- 
ety, in the long run, is an mmpracticable form of society. 
It is, everywhere, starving, demoralized, infidel, insurrec- 
tionary, moribund. We repeat, then, that policy, human- 
ity, and Christianity, alike torbid the extension of the evils 
of tree society, to new people and coming generations.”’ 

Mr. CLEMENS. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois be kind enough to inform the House who 
was the editor of the Enquirer at that time? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I believe the editors 
of that paper at that time, in 1856, were Messrs. 
Ritchie & Pryor. By referring to the paper of 


op 


~wwy 


that date, I find it headed ‘* Richmond Enquirer, | 
published daily, semi-weekly and weekly, by | 
Whether that is || 


“99 


Ritchie, Pryor & Dunnavant. 
the distinguished Mr. Pryor, whois now a mem- 
ber of this House, I do not know. 

Mr. PRYOR. I will inform the gentleman that 


it is the same individual; and that if it be my priv- | 
ilege to engage the attention of the House, after | 
the gentleman has concluded his remarks, I pro- | 


pose to submit some observations in reply. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I supposed that it was 


the same; but not having the pleasure of the gen- 


tleman’s acquaintance, of course I could not speak | 


as to the identity. 

In the Richmond Enguirer, of May 6, 1856, I 
find this article also, aad to it I ask the attention 
of the House: 


“ Sourn Cano.tina AND THE Union.—Social forms so 


| widely differing as those of domestic slavery and (attempt- | 


ed) universal liberty, cannot long coexist in the great Re- 
public of Christendom. They cannot be equally adapted 
to the wants and interests of society. 


and general well-being of communities. Disunion will 
not allay excitement and investigation, much less beget 
lasting peace. The war between the two systems rages 
everywhere, and will continue to rage till the one conquers 


| and the other is exterminated. If, with disunion, we could | 
have ‘the all and end all there,’ the inducement would be | 
But such a measure would butinspire | 


strong to attempt it. 
our European and American adversaries with additienal 
zeal,”? &c. 


Now, Mr. Clerk, that is pretty strong irrepress- | 


ible-conflict doctrine, it seems to me; and that, 


too, coming from this paper, which is, I believe, | 
almost universally quoted by the Democracy, es- | 


pecially at the South, as their organ. Mr. Sew- 
ARD never uttered irrepressible-conflict doctrine 
half as strong as that. — 
In connection with this subject, that I may not 
find it necessary to recur to oer papes again, | 
nquirer, dated 
July 21, 1857: 
“Tne Frrenps oF THE Sourm.—We have grown tired of 
the idle twaddle of the secessionists about who are ‘ friends 
of the South’ and who are not... A small clique of southern 


extremists seem to regard themselves as the anointed de- 
fenders of the rights of thousands of southern men, of forty 


ing bulls of excommunication against those who do not 
swear allegiance to their rickety platform. From some ob- 
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The one form or the | 
other must be very wrong, very ill suited to promote the | 
quiet, the peace, the happiness, the morality, the religion, | 
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secure village in Georgia or South Carolina, pronunciamentos 

are issued every few days by this party, full of wind and 
fury, ‘ butsignifying nothing.’ They appear to repeat asort 
of secession formula of denunciation every morning, begin- 

| ning with ‘ Accursed be the American Union,’ and then 
damning, in detail, all its joints, tendons, head, feet, &c., 
&c., &c., after the fashion of the excommunication read by 
Dr. Slop for the edification of Uncle Toby. The cardinal 
leading doctrine of their faith is, that the Union should be 
dissolved forthwith. They seize upon and magnify, through 
the lens of their disunion prqjudices, every trivial annoy- 
ance into a sufficient reason for disunion.”? 

Mr. PRYOR. I desire to say, that when J 
avowed my connection with the Enquirer, in the 
first instance, I was alluding to the date which 
the gentleman then designated. The article which 
he justread, or any other reflecting upon the doc- 
trine of secession, never emanated from my pen 
and was never published by my authority. The 
date of the article to which the gentleman has 
alluded, was subsequent to my connection with 
the paper. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The date of the arti- 
cle is July, 1857. But it is the same paper, and, 
of course, | am commenting upon the paper, and 
not upon the editor. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Will the gentleman from 
Illinois be kind enough to inform the House who 
were the editors of the Enquirer at the time to 
which he refers ? 

| Mr. FARNSWORTH. In July, 1857, I find 
the paper headed, ** Richmond Enquirer, pub- 
lished daily, semi-weekly,and weekly, by Ritchie 
& Dunnavant.”’ 
Mr. PRYOR. I will say to the gentleman that 


at that a I was not connected with that pa- 
per, and am not responsible for any such senti- 
ments. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Itisimmaterial to me 
who uttered it.. It is the sentiment of the Rich- 
| mond Enquirer, and, in my humb!: opinion, it is 
a pretty good one. 

Now, without saying more in regard to. the 
| ‘irrepressible conflict,’’ I pass on to some of the 
| other questions which have been discussed here. 
| 1 will however, allude to a speech delivered in 
the Senate two years ago this winter, by Senator 
Hammonp, of South Carolina, in which he gave 
utterance to substantially the same sentiments, 
when he declared that sooner or later slavery 
would extend all the way up the Mississippi river. 
| Il ask gentlemen if that does not present the same 
idea of irrepressible conflict? : 

But a great ado is made in this House about 
| Helper and his book, a little pamphlet of some 
two hundred and twenty pages, written by a man 
by the name of Helper, of North Carolina. It 
seems that a number of members of this House, 
and of the Senate, have in some way, before the 
| issuing of this book, indorsed it in advance. Now, 
Mr. Clerk, I am not going to bore the House by 
entering into a discussion of the doctrines of that 
book, pro or con. I deny the authority of any 
| member of this House to put me upon trial for in- 
| dorsing that book. It is none of their business. 
I read such books as I please, and I will recom- 
mend to others such books as I please; and thank 
| God we have nothing in our part of the country 
that will not stand free criticism and free discus- 
sion and a free press. ButI propose, as a set-oft 
to those gentlemen whv have arraigned us for in- 
dorsing the Helper book—I propose to put the 
Democratic party upon trial for indorsing a book 
ten times worse. I hold in my hand a little jewel 
called ** Black Diamonds,’’ bound in black. It 
comprises a series of letters written by a man by 
the name of Edward A. Pollard, of Virginia, to 
some friend in the North, dsociiienied “My 
dear C.’’ Before I proceed to read any portion of 
that book, I send to the Clerk’s desk the organ of 
the Democratic party, the Constitution, published 
in this city, and request the Clerk to read those 
paragraphs which I have marked. 

The Clerk read the extracts, as follows: 


* A Great Sensation Book ror THE TIMES. 
** Black Diamonds. 

«‘ Characterized by the press as the most powerful defense 
of negro slavery ever written. Stories and Sketches of 
Southern Life: by Edward A. Pollard, of Virginia. This 
work has sold so rapidly, especially in the North, that a 
second edition, considerably enlarged, will soon be called 
for. 

“Tt is believed that in the present agitation of the slavery 
question, nothing could be more effective and appropriate 
than the wide dissemination of these truthful and vivid 
sketches of slave life referred to above. 

“ For saying this, there is the authority of some of the lead- 
ing of public opinion in the country. The New 
‘| York Herald recommends that the bogk should be read by 
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